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0150 MR I 01S33, 

00 FBIWMFO FBl.MM 

Dt: RUCNFB #0179 3067249 . 

ZNR UUUUU 
Li tf22128Z MOV 93 

FM DIRECTOR FBI ; 

TO F£a WMFO/IMMEDIfVTe/ 

FBI MIRMl/IMMCDiftTfcV 

er' 

UNCI. BS 

SEC ri ON 1 CfF 2 

on E l //060?// 

PFlSS; SUPERVISORY SpEClBL BGENT CSSft) 


crs 

is- 

do 

. 3::^ 

c:> 


sfliUBD C~4:, 


WBSHINGTOM METROPOLI rON FT ELD. OFFI CE ( WflFpl J SSFl[ 


SQUBD C~4* MIBMl DIVISIOMJ BNU SENIOR SUPERVI SORV RESl DENI ' BGEN T 


b6 

b7C 





PFXiE . TWO DE RUCNFB 0179 UNCLflS 

REH FBIKQ FHCSIMI LE ( D MlRMl BSR 
f-'lNjQ TO MIHMI SSftft 


DOTED 10/27/93 


TEL COLL WITH WMFD SGFi 


I DOTED 10/28/93} RND F8X HQ SSO 
ON 10/29/93, 


THE DEPORTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) HOS REQUESTED THE FBI 
CONDUCT H FRF LI MI NORY INQUIRY INTO RLLEOft’l 1 ONS MODE BY- I ~ 

I I CONCEf^NING CHILD SEXUHL OBUSE BY Fl GROUP LCNOWN FiB 

THE *» FINDERS, »< HND Wi im ROLE , , 1 F. ONY , WHS PI RYED BY THE UNITED 
STRTES I NIELLI GEMCE COMMUNITY, 

/ BY SEPRRHTE COMMUNICfiTlON, WMFO WILL BE PROVIDED HVRILHBLE 


DOCUMENrm I ON RECEIVED TO DFtTE FROM DOJ, CONCERNINd 


RLLEGFniONS, UNITED STRTES CUSTOMS SERVICE (USCS) SR 
uses MEFIDQURR VERS , WRSH I NGTON , D . C .| 


] 


RLSb POSSESSES DQCOMENTRTI ON CONCERNING •♦FINDERS” WHICH IB TO BE 
OBTRINED BY WMFO, 

THE FOLLOWING INFORMRTlON IS BEl NG , PROVI DED fiS BRCKGROUND IN 
THIS MATTER FOR WMFO AND MIAMI; 

IN 1987, I I 


[ 


] WERE 


GONViCTEI) Of BEXUftELY ftHUBi NC CHI LDREN * ONE OF THE CHIEOREN WHO 
BTfE^^ DURING THE ‘riiiE>OF THE ALLEGED SEXUHL ABUSE 

WHB THE r 


DOING BUBINtSB RS 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


. i 
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PRGE THREE DE KUCNFB 0179 UNCLOS 


BOTH [ 


Ot-TER THE IMPOSI TION OF PRISON SEN fHNCES ON 

Bt-COML CONVINCED THP.T NUMEROUS 


OTHER CHILDREN HOD BEEN OBUBED, RND THOT THE OBUSE WHS PORT OF 0 

Ihhb 


LRRGE, 'WELL CiROPNTZED SCHEME, BUBSEQUENf LY , 
ftlTEMPTED TO INTEREST CONGRESSIONBL MEMBERS BND iHE USCS IN HIS 
EFI-EiRTB TC^ ENHHNCE >ETFORTB, IN THE BRER OF CHILD BEXURL RBUBE RND 
INVESTIGRTING CLRIMS OF ORGRNIZED SEXURL RBUSE, 

DURING OCTOBER 1993, 1 


MET WITH UNITED STRTES 


CDNGRESSMRN ROSE (FLORIDR) TO DISCUSS RLLEGRTIONS CONCERNING R 
GROUP KNOWN Mi ♦’PINDERS," ‘BOTH CGNGRESSMRN ROSE RND 


BUBSEQUENT LY PROVIDED INFORMR T I ON CONCERNING. THESE RLLEGR Tl ONS TO 
DOJ , ' ' . 

RN FBI HQ INDICES SERRCH REVERLt D R REFERENCE TO ^FINDERB" IN 
FB I HQ, FILE 7 A REVIEW OF THIS FILE INDICATED THAT FB] 

JACKSONVILLE < J ACKSONVl LLE FT LE 7- jl24B) AND FBI WMFD < WMF 0 FILE 
7--16SS) HAD CONDUCTCD- INVESTIGATION RESULTIMG FROM AN ARREST OF 
TWO I NDi VI DyP.LS 1 N T RLLRHRSSFE , FLOi <l DR * 1 N 1 9S7 , 


ON 2/4/87, [ 


WERF ARREST £1) BY THE TALLAHRSBEF POLICE DEPART MENf (TPD) ON 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


> 
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b6 
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PFlGE I- OUR DE RUCNfa^ 0179 UNCLfiS 

MlSDEMEftNOR CHILD ABUSE CHAK'GES RESULTING FROM A COMPLAIN'!' THAT 
SIX CH'ILDFJEN F^LfWING IN A PRRK WERE UNKEPT AND NEGLECTED, 

I THE TWO SUBJECTS WITH THE CHI LDF<f£N, COULD 
NOT INITIALLY PROVIDE SUFFICIENT INFORMATION AS 10 THEIR LEGAL 
CUSTODY OF THE CHILDREN AND WEF<E UNCOOPERATIVE REGARDING THEIR 
IDENTITY AND THE CHILDREN'S IDENTITY, AS A RESULT OF INFORMATION 
UEVLLOF^ED DURING THESE ARRESTS, THE TPD COIM"! AC TED THE 
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEr-'ARTMENT (MPD) , WASHINGTON, D,C, , AND 
PROVIDED INF-ORMATION CONCERNING ! I AND THEIR 


ASSOCIATION WITH A GROUP KNOWN AS «FINDERS,*» BASED IN WASHINGTON, 


D,C, ON 2/S/87, THE MPD EXECU'fED SEARCH WAr-<RAN'lS^ PREPARED BY 
THE UNITED STATES ATrORNEY'S OFFICE, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
WASHINGTON, D,C., ON TWO PROPER'flES OWNED BY THE '^FINDERS*^ IN 
WASHINGTON, D,C. SPECIAL AGENT < SA ) | j USDS, 

PARTICIPATED IN THFiSE SEARCHbS, 


A JOINT INVESTIGATION, CONDUCTED BY THE MPD AND WMFO, LEfTD 
TO THE IDENTIFICATION AND IN'TFRVIEW OF THE MOTHERS OF THE SIX 
CHILDREN, TWO OF THE FATHERS, AND SEVERAL OTHER KEY Mt-MBERS OF 
THE "FINDERS^ GF-iOUP, ON 2/J 8/S7, WMFO PRESEN'! ED T HE RESULTS OF 
THEIR INVESTIGATION TO ASBISTFWT UNI i ED STATES AT'TOFjNEy I 

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE FOR THE DISTRICT OF 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 




Pnce FIVE UG RUCNFB 0179 UNCLPS 


eOLUMBIft, Wf^SHINGldN, D.C., WHO DECLlNfO PiUiBEC'flON FOR VlOLfiJlDN 
OF TITLE 18, U.S, CODE, SECTION 1201 (KIDNttPING) PND 2251 .. ( SEXUPL 
EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN) , WMFO SFl l I WAS THE 

CASE ACENT IN THIS mfTER, ' 


DOJ. REVIEW OF USCS DOCUMENTB INDiCflTEB THAT DURING THE 


EXECUTION OF THE SEAF<CH WARRANTS BY fHE MPD Af THE TWO «F,I IMDERS” 
- PROPERTI ES , uses SA I I CLAI MS TO HAVE OBSERVED. A 

SUBSTA NriAL AMOUNT OF COMPUTER EQUIPMENf AND DOCUriENrS 
• PURPORTEDLY C ONrAlNXNG INSTRUCTIONS F OR OBTAIN ING CHiLDREN FOR 
UNSPECI F I ED PUR!-’OSFS . THE INSTRUCTIONS HLLEGEDLY INCLUDED THE 
IMPI^FGNATION OF FEMALE • MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY, PURCHASING 
children, TTmOING CHILDREN AMD KIDNAP TNG THEM,' I 1 ci.AI.MS 


5b6 
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PfiGE BIX DE RtICNEB 0179 UNCLfiB 



BOUWTERIN i El LI CENCE BECrflON, CONbPIRED TO . COVER OP THOSE RBUSEB . 

uses S?^ r I SHOULD BE CON I' RC TED 

BY WMPO TO 'OPTBIN COMPLETE UBCB DOCUMENf RTl ON CONCERNING 
*»f-TNDER.S« INVESTIGATION BY UMFO IN TlitS MATTER WILL ALSO 
INCLUDE THE INTERVIE'W Op I I aND I ~l AND THE REVIEW DP • 

ANY DOCUMEMfATTON IN THE POSSESSION OF I ] THE ST" ATE 

DEPART MEN! PASSPORT OP FI CE', AND I HE f'DKEi GN COUNT ERl NTELLl GENCE 
DIVISION, FBI HO, . . 

BT 

#0179 
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0151 nU 01834 

do FB1WMF0 FBI MM . 

Di£ RUCNFB #0180 3062251 

ZNR, UUUUU 

p 0221 28 ^ NdV 

FM DlRKe.TOR FBI 

TO FSI WMFO/IMMF-Dl PTe/ 

FBI MiBMI/IMMFDimE/ 

BT 

LiNCLPS 

SeCTi ON 2 OF 2 
CITE t //0607// 

PP.yS{ BUF^ERVrSORY SE'E-CIPL BGEN I <SBEf) | | SQUP.P- C-4 , 

WPBHI NOTON METKM;»=‘OLl'rPN F;CHLD OFFICE (WMFO)} SSR I 1 

BQUAD C-4, MIRMI DI VI SI ON} RND BENIDR SUPERVISORY RESl DEN T RGENT 
( SSRR ) | 


b6 

b7C 


]W£ST PRLM 8ERCH RESIDENT RGENCY, MIRMI 


'DIVISION. 


SUBJECT; ’>F1NDERS^" GROUP; Wlil'lE SERVE TE?Rf-TlC RCT ■' SEXURL 
EXPLOITRTION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUC i lON OF JUSTICE PRELIMINRRY 

inouiry; 00;^ wmfo. , ’ 
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9 

kf 






PRGH cwo DH RUCMFe OiaO UM!';;Lfl8 

IT IS NOI'ED THRT R MFMBER OF CONGRtSS 1 NDl CRIED TO THt: DOJ 
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□ RUC 

_JLFI.NDERS» group S Pile Destruction Program 

(Title) 


Enclosed are 2 items. 

t 

These items are forvarded to your office since file meets 
criteria for destruction. 

Enclosures are described as follows: 

□ Original Notes. 

□ Original FD-302's. 

□ Laboratory and/or Technical Support. 

!X] Miscellaneous Documents. 


Enc. 2 


NOTE: 


DO NOT BLOCK STAMP ORIGINAL ENCLOSURES. 
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Universal File Case Number 5/^4^- )i y\ 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence VOiM^o 

^ 

Serial # of Originating Document 

Date Received . 

From ‘ . 

{Name of Contributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 


Bv .^^4 


(City and State) 


0 ^ 


(Name of Special Agetit) 

To Be Returned □ Yes fih^o 
Receipt Given □ Yes 'O^o 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes \24io 

Title: 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: fi^riginal notes re interview of 
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Universal File Case Number 3/ ti/f- ^ 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence U/'MFb 

Serial # of Originating Document ^ 

Date Received Iu^n3 

Fro m 

"" (Name of Contributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 


By SA 


/nUtt onH 


^aiiieotbpetialAgenf 

To Be Returned □ Yes &H 0 , 

Receipt Given DYesSISto 




Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes O^o 


Title: 


y 
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Reference: 


Descripti on; tTi^rirrin^ 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


nntoc m 


1 r 


of 


J£^ 
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Universal File Case Number SlC'Ut- j J 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence ' 14^4^ 

Serial # of Originating Document ^ 

Date Received . 

Fro m 

(Name of Contributor) 

4v 



(Address of Contributor) 

Bv 

fC-^} 


(Name of Specisfl Agent) 


To Be Returned □ Yes Q^o 
Receipt Given □ Yes Qno 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes n,m 

Title: 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: EKOriginal notes 

re Interview of 
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Field Office Acquiring Evidence _ 
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Serial # of Originating Document 
Date Received 


From 


(NameofConWbutor) 



(Address of Contributor} 

Ry 



(Mama of Special Agent) 


To Be Returned □ Yes 6^0 
Receipt Given □ YesBwo 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes ^Ho 

Title: 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description; B^riginal notes re Interview of 
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Universal Fite Case Number $(C'- UJ^>- / / ^fpt ^ 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence WM^^O 

Serial # of Originating Document 

Date Received ffnHo^ ■ • 

From 

(Name of Contributor) “ 

{Address of Contributor) 


By SA 


^CihLOBtLSiaia^ 


M'jaiiiuorbpeciaiASSrtt) 


1^4. 


To Be Returned □ Yes □ No 
Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
O Yes □ No 

Title: 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: f~1 Orlninal nntQo i-Q intoftfinty Qf 
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-Universal File Case Number 31 j 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence SjJM'fo 

Serial # of Originating Document . 

Date Received 

Fro m 

~ ” ^ame ofpontributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 


By ^*^<4 




ite) 


(Waitieot Special 




Agent) 


To Be Returned O Yes □ No 
Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Rjrsuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
O Yes O No 

Title: 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: □ Original no 


:es re interview of 
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Universal File Case Number. 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence W/MfiJ 

Serial # of Originating Document , , 

Date Received .. tltjki 




To Be Returned □ Yes □ No 
Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes □ No 

Title: 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 
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Universal File Case Number tuF^ rg^<? \ 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence ' 


Serial # of Originating Document 

Date Received ^ ! 3 i 


From 

5/4” 




(Wam^dtUbritributor) 



iAunrassoTuoniriBUW) 

By 

(City and Stafe^ 


,,^4 [ 




(Namsdtypeclal Agent) 


To Be Returned □ Yes S^No 
Receipt Given □ Yes JR No 

Grand Juiy Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes -EFNo 

Title: 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description:^ Original notes re interview of 
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Universal File Case Number ^ 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence 

Serial # of Originating Document ^ 

Date Received 

From _ 

(Name of Contributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 



(City and State) 

( a 

(Name of special Agent) 


to Be Returned □ Yes O No 
Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes □ No 

Title; 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: [I>t)riginal notes re interview of 
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Universal File Case Number 3l ^ 


Field Office Acquiring Evidence tQ/Mfo 


Serial # of Originating Document . 
Date Received 


From 


(Name of Contributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 


By 




(OMy anri Rtato) 
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(Name of Speciaf Agent) 

To Be Returned □ Yes □ No 
Receipt Given □ Yes □ No 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes □ No 

Title: 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: li>t)riqinal note s re interview of 


I 






■ ; ■: 

' 5^v 


FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89) 


Universal File Case Number 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence 

Serial # of Originating Document ; 

Date Received R/a?/f3 

FromJ L 

(Name of Contributor) 

i^SCS HO. 1501 HBn&DTh-naf) Atf, MvJ 

' (Address of Contributor) 


Bv 


(City and state ) 


kCril 

Agent) 


(Name of Speoibt Agent) 

To Be Returned □ Yes Q^o 
Receipt Given □ Yes B^o 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes E3-No 

Title: 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: □ Original notes re inte rview of 
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Universal File Case Number 3^ c: Ijl>^ — f-A 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence , 

Serial # of Originating Document 

Date Received 

From ■ 

(Name of Contributor) 

(Address of Contributor) 

(City and State) 

By I 

(Name ot special Agent) 

To Be Returned □ Yes -ST No 
Receipt Given □ Yes Q^o 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 

Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
□ Yes \3iNo 

Title: 


Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Descriptlon:,S^riginal notes re interview of 
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Universal File Case Number __2i.Su-Ji££ 

Field Office Acquiring Evidence 

Serial # of Originating Document 

Date Received 
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From. 


(Name of Contributor) 


(Address of Contributor) 


(City and State) 


By. 


(NarrtsofypeciaiAgfent) 

To Be Returned O Yes-O^o 
Receipt Given □ YesB^o 

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e) 
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure 
O Yes □ No . 

Title: 
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Reference: 


(Communication Enclosing Material) 


Description: ja^Original notes re interview of ' 
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# 

FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 

WASfflNGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844 — 


PR^EDENCE CLASSIFICATION 

IH^romediate □ Top Secret Time Transmitted. . 

D S6cr6t SsndGr s Initisls*. — 

□ Confidential Number of Pages: 

□ Sefisitive 
Jnclassified 


□ Priority 

□ Routine 


(Including Cover Page) 


To: Fgr^ _ 

(Name of Office) 

Facsimile Number: 


Date: 


Attn: 



(Name Room Telephondj 

\ 


From: S)4^j 


(Name of Office) 


Subject: ** t'l ^ BouP 


W5T/1 €^L0iV(niy\ op 




00: l/JhFo 


Special Handling Instructions; jfe fiM C^1 
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bpeciai nanaiiny nibuuuuuno. » ^ ^ 
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WITH ^ 




Originator’s Name: 


Telephone: 


Originator’s Facsimile Number: 


Approved: 


■p^ 





kj'i^Cd ^ 


SEARCH^0__l.*__INDEXE0-^~ 
S£RIAllZEDXisJbts£!!.£0_ii2>-^ 

^U^V 0 3 19^ 





SUBJECT: 



KIDNAPPING 

00;WFO 


On 2/18/87, I 

AND EXPLOITED CHILDREN (NCMEC) 


I NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING 

1835 K Street, N.W, , Washington, 


memorandum. 

UL 

related she had received the memorandum from 


CUSTOMS, WDC. 


A review of the memorandum reflects obvious 



On 2/28/87 » this m emorandu m was broug ht to the 
attention of \ MPD, the I l handlina captioned 

matter for MPD/ I l advised the writer that a thorough 

review of all evidence obtained at the two aforementioned 
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WFO 7-1685 


locations did not produ ce any of the items d escribed in the 
examples cited above bv l [ advised no evidence of 

child sexual exploitation/ kidnapping or any related crimes was 
obtained/ and that there were no computerized lists 
children. A copy of the memorandum was provided to 





Memorandum 







To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) Date 11/4/93 


From : 


SA 


(C-4) 
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Subject: ''FINDERS'' GROUP; 

WSTA - SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - PI; 

00: WMFO 


Attached to this memo is material provided to WMFO by 
FBIHQ, CID, VCU at a 11/02/93 meeting concerning captioned matter 
held at FBIHQ. The following individuals were present at this 
meeting : 

SSA 

SSA 

SSA 

SA [ I WMFO 

SSA I [ indicated that this investigation was to be 

a p relimina ry inquiry focusing primarily on the "FINDERS" Group. 
SSa I I stated that he, or another FBIHQ representative would 

arran ge for review of files/documents in the possession of the 
I State Department, and Intelligence Division FBIHQ, and 
aavise WMFO accordingly. 



1 wm: 


FBIHQ 

FBIHQ 

O 
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iQ-wmfo 

MDCrmdc 



SEARCHED 

SERIALIZEDaa-liwEILED^a^i 









11/2/93 


To ; Unit Chief 
From: SSA 


] 


Subject: "Finders” - Preliminary Inquiry 


|Division 5 Special 
Office of Liaison 


On 11/2/93, met with SSI 
Staff (ext 3951, Room 4127) and SSA 
and International Affairs (OLIA, ext 4634) , FBIHQ who is the 
FBIHQ li aison with the State Department. t had n-ravioiislv 
i /q/a/q F 




j with a packet of documents concerning me "Finaers 

preliminary Inquiry. The three of -HyKa-m tor-i n ric>-hc>-rm|nft the best 
manner to request the records checks by 
"Finders. " 


DOS for 


[ will conduct a search of Division 5 records 
to determine if there is any documentation concerning "Finders." 








PRELIMINARY INQUIRY - ALLEGATIONS 
OF ORGANIZED CHILD ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS 


11/1/93 

"FINDERS” 


♦ On 11/1/93, a representative from the Violent Crimes 
Unit (VCU) , Violent Crimes and Major Offenders Section, Criminal 
Investigative Division (CID) , prepared a packet of documents 
received to date in this matter for review by WMFO, 


♦ On 11/1 /93. a representative from the VCU contacted 

WMFO SSaI land scheduled a meeting bet ween 
representatives of the Violent Crimes Unit, SSa| | and the 

WMFO case Agent on 11/2/93. 

♦ On 11/1/93, a representative from the V CU met with 
FBIHQ Office of Liaison and Intern ^ational Affairs SSAl 

(State Department liaison) and SSA 

to discuss DOJ's request that the FBI review d ocuments from the 
State Department Passport Office (DOS) and the 


] 


pertaining to "Finders." It is noted 

that the DOJ requested that an FBI Agent "review relevant 
documents firsthand, from the relevant intelligence agencies, as 
opposed to having to rely on the agency's summaries or review..." 


Purin a a meeti ng at DOJ with Section Chief Bergasser 

and DOJ Attorney on 10/28/93, it was pointed out that a 

written request from the FBI or no .T would be re quired before any 
records could be obtained from DOS | for review by the 

FBI. During that meeting, Mr. Bergasse r requested that the FBI 
prepare a communication to | ~| dos and let him review it 

before it was sent to those agencies. 
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10/29/93 


PRELIMINARY INQUIRY - ALLEGATIONS 
OF ORGANIZED CHILD ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS ••FINDERS” 

♦ on 10/28/93, a representative of the Violent C rimes 
Unit met with George Bergasser, Section chief, and Attorney | 

'"] Child Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Department of 
Justice. Bergasser noted that DOJ had received a three-ring 
binder from Special Agent I l U.S. Customs Service 

(uses) . This binder contains USCS briefing material on 
••Finders.” They requested that the FBI contact USCS to obtain a 
copy of the material contained in the three ring binder. 

Bergasser noted that in 1987. in Stuart. Florida, a 


Bergasser noted that during October 1993, 
with United States Congressman Rose (Florida) to discuss 
allegations concerni ng a group known as ”Finders”. Both 
Congressman Rose and I 


]net 


] 


concerning these allegations to DOJ. He is concerned that 
several Congressional subcommittees may be looking at the 
••Finders” matter and that the TV documentary ”48 Hours” plans to 
air a segment on it. 





!■ ' 
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♦ On 10/28/93, an FBIHQ indices search revealed a 
reference to “Finders'' in FBIHQ file 7-HQ-20191. On 10/29/93, a 
review of this file indicated that FBI, Jacksonville 
(Jacksonville file 7-1248) and FBI, WMFO (WMFO file 7-1685) had 
conducted investigation resulting from an arrest of two 
individuals in Tallahassee, Florida in 1987. 


File review of 7 -HQ-2 0191 indicated that a joint 
investigation, conducted by the MPD and WMFO, lead to the 
identification and interview of the mothers of the six children, 
two of the fathers, and several other key members of the 
"finders" group. On 2/18/87, WMFO presented the results o f their 
investigat ion to Assistant United States Attorney Q 


United States Attorney's Office for the District of 

Columbia, Washington, D.C., who declined prosection for violation 
of title 18, U.S. Code, Section 120 1 (kidnaping) and 2251 (sexual 
exploitation of children) . WMFO SA 
case agent in this matter. 


was the WMFO 


discussed 
West Palm 
as Office 


thp information obtained at DOJ was 


♦ On 10/29/93L- 
with WMFO SSA I 
Beach RA, and a teletype was prepared designating WMFO 
of Origin in this matter. 


and Miami SSRA[ 
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10/28/93 


PRELIMINARY INQUIRY - ALLEGATIONS 
OF ORGANIZED CHILD ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS ‘’FINDERS” 


♦ On 10/27/93, an indices check by the Strategic 

Information and Operations Center (SIOC) identified four FBIHQ 
files (7-20191, 9-67521, 62-119517, and 66-19075) as having 
references to “Finders”, and three FBIHQ files (87-0 serials 
15124, page 1, and serial 1514 0; 157-370 and 157-1552) con taining 
references td I There were no references to I I 

I I These files have been obtained and will be 

reviewed by the Violent Crimes Unit. 

♦ On 10/27/93, SIOC identified 16 articles in the 
Lexis-Nexis data base concerning "Finders”. These articles 
indicate that on 2/4/87, the Tallahassee Police Department, 
Tallahassee, Florida conducted a traffic stop on a van containing 
two men and six small children. The two men were arrested and 
were each charged with one count of child abuse. 

♦ on 10/27/9 3. a lead was sent to th e Miami Division 

to locate and inter view l I The case Agent 

has known P I for approximately 15 years and will contact 

him 10/28/93 to schedule the interview with him. 

♦ On 10/28/93, the Correspondence Unit, FBIHQ advised 

tha t they had no reference in their files concerning "Finders” 
nor I I 

♦ On 10 /28/93, FBIHQ OLIA was contacted concerning the 

review of I ~l state Department Office files pertaining to 

Finders. A written request in LHM format will be prepared to 
obtain this information. 


♦ On 10/28/93, Jacksonville (JK) SSA | [ advised 

that JK was involved in an investigation with the group known as 
the "Finders” in 1987. This case involved the recovery of six 
children in Tallahassee, Florida who were traveling in a van with 
two grown males not related to them. The FBI had participated in 
the arrest of these two individual s who were qach charged locally 
with one count of child abuse. 


SA 


advised that many 


allegations had been made regarding sexual abuse in this case, 
but none were proven. It appears that there was parental consent 
for the children to travel with these individuals. The children 
were subsequently returned to their parents and the subjects 
spent about ten days in the local jail and released. This 
investigation was conducted prima^ly by local authorities. 

♦ On 10/ 28/93, l~ I 

J National Ceriter for Missing & Exploited 


^CtiildrejnL_, was interviewed concei 
searches conducted in 1987 at 1 
Washington , D . C . 


ing ” Finders” and the two 
he two Finders properties in 
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subsequent to the Tallahassee Police Department (TPD) making the 
traffic stop of the van, the TPD determined that these two men 
belonged to a group known as the Finders based in Washington, 
D.C.. As a result of information developed by the TPD during the 
traffic stop, the TPD contacted the Washington Metropolitan 
Police Department (WMPD) . The WMPD developed information that 
was subsequently utilized to obtain a search warrant for a 
warehouse dnd a residence located in Washington, D.C. owned by 

the Finders^ U.S. Customs and the WMPD participated in this 

search and I | 

[noted that approximately seven computers 
and numerous computer floppy discs were seized during the search. 
He did not participate in any subsequent review of this material. 

I [ advised that the NCMEC has not developed any 

positive information that the Finders organization is involved in 
child sexual abuse. 



I also advised that he had been told that 

documentation had been located in the WMPD files to indicate that 
SGT. John Stycher (deceased) , who had been his Sergeant dur ing 

the Finders search, had been contacted by a | who 

had told him to step away from the Finders case. Allegedly, 


♦ WMFO conducted investigation in this matter and this 
information will be subsequently reviewed. 

♦ On 10/28/93, George Bergasso, Section Chief, Child 
Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Department of Justice 
advised that the DOJ has a book of material on the •’Finders" and 
additional material that will be made available for review by the 
FBI. Representatives of the Violent crimes Unit will meet with 
him on 10/28/93. 
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10/29/93 

FBIHQ FILE SUMMARY OF 7-20191 
REFERENCE •'FINDERS" GROUP 
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I Icy raxianassee Police Department (TPD) on 

misdemeanor child abuse charges. The two subjects were arrested 
after a complaint was made that six children were playing in a 
park seemed to be unkept and neglected. The two subjects with 
the children could not initially provide sufficient information 
as to their legal custody of the children and were uncooperative 
regarding their identity or the children identity. 

After the subjects were arrested TPD obtained 
information from the children that they were from the Washington, 
D. c. area. TPD and FBI Jacksonville contacted the Youth 
Services Division in Washington, D. c. in an effort to further 
identify the children. The FBI got involved in the investigation 
at this time due to the possibility that the children had been 
kidnaped. The vehicle registration records for a van the men had 
in their possession when arrested reflected that- it 


A joint investigation by the Washington Metropolitan 
Police Department (MPD) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
lead to the identification and interview of the mothers of the 
SIX children in question, two of the fathers, and several other 
key members of the "finders" group. All persons interviewed 
claimed their group consisted of an alternate communal type life 
style made up of intellectuals who have chosen to live the way 
they do. The mothers were all aware that the children had been 
taken to Florida on a trip, they were familiar with and 
thoroughly trusted the men in whose care the children had been 
nnd all insisted the children were well cared for. 

On 2/18/87, The United States Attorneys Office, WDC, 
declined prosection in this matter for the violation of USC, 

Title 18, Sections 1201 and 1251. 
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References of FBIHQ File 7-20191: 


Serial #2 - Photos of subjects and children 


M 


#9 


Teletype from WMFo tn prthq re | 

"Finders", allegedly a 





I > 



Serial #15 - Teletype from Jk to FBIHQ dated 2/’7/87, synopsis of 
investigation to date. 

** “ Teletype from FBI Richmond (166C'-84l) to FBIHQ dated 

2/7/87, re results of search warrants on property 
owned by | \ Virginia by 

Virginia State Police. Search warrants did not 
^ produce evidence of Federal or State violations of 

the law concerning sexual exploitation of children, 
however it appears that the children found in 
Florida had lived at this location. 


Serial #20 - Airtel from FBIHQ to Jacksonville dated 3/10/87, 
responding to indices check request. 


#24 p Teletype from HMFQ to FBIHQ, re interview of 

provides info pertaining to 


"tinders" group and explanation of incident in 
Florida. 


It 


#26 - Airtel from WMFn tn frtho dated 4/1/87, advising 


that AUSA| declined prosecution in 
this matter erating mat tneir is no evidence of a 
Federal violation. No additional investigation in 
this case. 
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10/29/93 


indices check 

87-0 serial #15124 page 1 and serial # 15140 - Not identical 


157-370 sub 61 serial 244 - does 
Memo to FBIHQ from Mobile dated 
KKK 


appeasr 

2/16/68, 


to be identical 


member of 


157-1552 serial 214 - Mem o to FBIHQ from Jackson dated 11/26/65, 
Klan news letter mentions^ ' ’ 


favoring Blacks. 


Indices Chock "Finders” 
7-20191 - See attached note 


9-67521 - Complaint by 

extorting him* ' ' 

62-119517 sctial #1 - Inquiry from Legat Panama Re "Finders” 
group soliciting banks in Panama to provide them with a news 
letter. 

6^-19075 serial #1418 - not related to "Finders” 
group related to Finders fingerprint readers* 



10/28/93 

To; I I 

' ' b7C 

From; | | 

Re; Finders 


On 10/28/93, I spoke to ssa| 


and SA 


Jacksonville Division (JK) regarding information they 

nn ^ rrirrw'kin Ir n /^T.vw At 


may have on a group known as the “Finders”. 


This 


. . . SSA| I advised that JK was involved in an 

xnvesrigation with a group known as the “Finders” in 1987. 

recovery of six children in Tallahassee, 
children were traveling in a beat up 1979 ford van 
with two grown males not related to them. The children were 
recovered in fairly good condition except that they were very 

dirty. On 2/20/92, a FOIPA reauesi- renai-HT nrr i^h’ig i niroci - 1 rria-H i 

was made by Washington D. c.l 


could not pro v i de ad d it ional* inrormatlbh tegarding the ^oipa 


_ avide adtji| 

Irecoffiffiended that I speak with the 

Tallahassee RA case Agent' ' 


SA[ 


] advised that the FBI and local law 


enforcement participated in the arrest of two individuals who 

around_yifi_cQimtry with six young children not 
SA I J said that he was providing this 

memory, but advised that the media blew the case 
out of proportion. He advised that many allegations were made 
regarding sexual abuse in this case, but none were proven. It 
appears that there was parental consent for the children to 
trayel with these individuals. The children were returned to 
their parents and the subjects spent about ten days in the local 

T his invest igation was conducted primarily by 
local authorities. SA| I could not provide additional 

information in this matter. 


notes: 


JK case file 7-1248 consolidated to 62D-2214 
WMFO case file 7-1685 

FBIHQ case file 7-20191^ 

JK indices negative fori 
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nrtf OtfTWCT, rWMOA- 


wioiniwi v«rrivct 


nooM»tt 

' IIAVtVmN HOUK Ofnct ■UlloiM* 

W<MW(MCTW, fce. IMU 

nufHONi; (JOT) ai(4nj 
MX: (JOT) J2S.1II0 

OTMWncU: 

COMMtTTEE ON AOflICULTUIIl 
COMMITTEE ON tCIENCE. SPACE, 
AND TECHNOLOQV 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
NARCOTICS ABUSE ANO CONTROL 


NORTH ATLANTIC ASSEMBLY (fMTO) 



(Hun^tzss af tlic 3Initc2i Btatss 
iimiBe of lEeprcHcntatiueB 
JSasliingUTn, 0.(15, 2U5i5 

January 25 , 1993 


MUI BEACH OAAOEr- 
4440 ^ OOtA.CVARf 
tUlTI40l 

•AkM VMCW GAJIOCM4. n 
W) 1274112 

ROarStLVClE 
7401 SOUTH ait MJOHWJV 
SUtTCTOO 

ftARHCTT SANK itOC 
^OfTT 5T. tUCtt. Ft 
(407) 212.7041 
(407) 44S4710 


END CHILD PORNOGRAPHY AND EXPLOITATION 
COSPONSOR THB LEWIS BILL .TO REESTABLISH CHILD PORNOGRAPHY UNIT 
Dear Colleague; 


In February# 1991, U.S. Customs "integraceJ" cneir cnild 
Pornography an<3 Protection Unit into the Smuggling Investigations 

Investigative Programs. At the time. Customs 
stated that these changes have in no way affected the manner in which 
Child pornography investigations .are being conducteci by our fiel<3 
or the support that our headquarters staff provides." 


I asked Customs to provide me with arrests# convictions and 
employee-hours spent on child pornography and protection. Customs own 
numbers show a dramatic and inexcusable decline. 


YEAR 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 


ARRESTS 

■ CONVICTIONS 

EMPLOYEE-HOURS 

106 

100 

47#772 

S< 

57 

54#613 

110 

103 

100,524 

82 

116 

<31,173 

57 

69 

27,435 


As you can see, since the unit’s neyday in 1990, arrests and 
conviction have been nearly halved, and employee-hours have been 
^SsPced to barely cne-fourth of previous lev els! } 


Therefore, I am introducing a Concurrent Resolution calling on 
Customs to reestablish its Child Pornography and Protection Unit, and 
to equal or exceed its 1990 efforts. 


It is clear Customs has given up most ot their efforts to put an 
end to this reprehensible trade. It's time to make a permanent 
commitment to stopping those who prey on the most vulnerable members 
or our society. If you would like to cosponsor unis Resolution# 
contact me# or Curt Hollmann of my staff at h-5792. 


Member of Congress • 

^MI5 CK MAOC %ViTM RCCvCLED 


>inc/rely 



'om Lewis 












* * I * i 

THE TUP^fcLS fOUND AT THE,lVlcMARnN PjfcSCHODL 
^ preliminary report I ^ 

•i ♦ !* . " j 

A formal report wilJ be released, wheh forensic :ests are concluded. 

•! ■ • ? ! 

. I ; 

• 45 foot tunnel • • i . 

. 9 foot wide subterranean entrance found under w^t wall of tl'e "Dog" room 
(Classroom 4, Ray Buckey’s clas.sroom). i • 

• Avocado tree roots cut on bjbth sides of the entrance, 

• Disney bag. "Cbp>Ti^it 1982," found 4>l/2 feet b<ilow the cla.ssroom floor and 
3" to 6" in from entrance anjd under foundation, Classroom 4. j 

, Tunnel proceeded .soutlt, then, east 45 feet through Classrooms 4 arid 3, and north, 
then east 10 feet within Classroom 4. i 

- Tunnels were 30" wide, 44" to 46” deep, with top. of the tunne 30" under the 

, classroom floor, j 

- The footing between Classrooms 3 anc 4 was arched where thd tunnel passed 

underneath and 12.".shorter jin depth ai this location than same. footing 12 feet 
to then north. '\ ■ ' i- | 

• Four large, upriglu containers w:re found :n the tunnel under the arch, 
obviously hand placed. . | 

. A 9 foot wide ch^bej’ was found along the tunnel'under Classrpom 4. Top of 
chamber and top of sections of the tunnel had layers of plywood covered with t.ii 
paper which had apparently been supported by cinder blocks ana 2" x 2" and 2" 
X 4" wooden posts found underneath. I 

. Tunnel features raade.it evident that tun; tel was hahd dug. 


7 foot tunnel extending into the triplex nex^ door | 

. Tunnel extended from’the batlirooms off tire office ftnd Classroom 1 to the front 
yard of the triplex next door._ From Vc rd conccajed from street by three-car 
garage. . !f ’ ‘ J | 

- Cluldren described entrance and exiting ti nnel in triplex yard exactly where tunnel 
and exit were found. | • • | 

. 1 39" X 41" area under a hold cut in th s neighbor’s bathroom floor had been 
excavated and subsequently filled. j 


• Other significant facts ! > ’ 

. A' small, white plastic' plate w'ith three [jeniagram.s' hand drawn jon top of light 
green paint was found, by the qrchaeolog|;ts in the stratified dirt in the play yard. 
- Per historical archaeologist,^ pentagrams were hand drawn by an adult and not 
part of the manufacturer’s design, j [ | 

. Many other artifacts (ound, wjiose analyses will be released upon completion of 
tests. ij . • . I . . ■ 

, No doorknobs were on Classroom 3 door, oitly a ddad bolt lock. 

. Each classroom had o|» and off light swit :b labeled tFire Alarm." Sy.stem did not 
connect to fire station but wa.s used as a i alert within the school. 

. More than 2000 artifacts were' found under the senool floor, including over 100 
animal bones. ^ . j ‘ \ 

* . j * I ■ 

Due to severe time coiistraipts our archaeology team was' unable to fur her explore the 
e.xtent of the tunnel networJw. Above documer ted through photographs, notes, graphs, 
diagrams and charts. For more details call (2 3) 854-5172. 


I 


DEPABTMBNT OF THE TREASURY 

U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE 

V * 

ENF 1 E:INV:SM 


Hr« and Hra . 


Dear Mr. and Mrs. t 

Thank you for your letter dated September 13, 1991, 
•sqprosaing your oonoorns regarding the U,3, Customs Service Child. 
Pornography Program. 

The Child Protection Act or iy04 clearly defined the agency 
^^ladiotion in this typioaXly multidisciplined area of 
•nforesment. The U.S. Postal Inspection Service has jurisdiction 
pertaining to the use of , the U.s. nail to transport child 
pornography, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has 
jhfiadiotion over the interstate transportation of child 
pornography, and the U.S. Cuatoms Servico haa jurisdiction over 
the Interdiction and the intarnational distribution of child 
pornography. The statute has created a close working 
relationship between the aganoiee at the field office and 
Headquarters level. The point of this is that the statute has 
permitted a clear definition of roaponaibility for the respective 
agencies. 

Recently, the U.S. Custoas Service aeaaquarters Office of 
Enforcement experienced a Baasiv© reorganization. This,,—- — ^ 
reorganization caused the Child Pornography and PrcjtaStion Unit 
to be Integrated into the Smuggling Investigations Division. The 
Child Pornography . and Protection Unit wa^.--<rpart of the General 
Smuggling Branch which was a part Smuggi ing invaatigstions 

Division* All Unite, Branchea^^^andsections were eliminated 
during the recent raorganizatl^. The child pornography program 
is now headed by the MjOtdtbnal Child Pornography Program Manager, 
’■^a-Seniof^apiJci^yAgeni assigned to the Smuggling Investigations 
Division, Office’ Of investigative Programs, at Headquarters. 

These ohanges have in no way affected the manner in which child 
pornography Invostigations are being conducted by its field 
offices or the support that the Headquarters staff provides to 
these field officao. The primary functionw of the Unit remain 
the' same, that is to ooordinare investigations within the 
U.S. Customs Service and between the U.S. Customs Service and 
other agencies, aa well as collect, analyze, and disseminate 
child pornography data. , 



vvil D*parfe»ent of Justice through the Child 

"nS valloSs “* “•«• servie., 

EftforaeaSSJ Military Inveatlgation Coamanda. The office of 

dificovorlno Control xn aeeking out and 

into th. O^itoj ««r2^gl.“IS:r%S5h«i!!“"’ pornography 

approach that tha u.s. customs Ssrviea has 
wlthirfts ohlia pornography Invaotlgatlono 

violators haa had an iopact on both the 

bv theSriSd?vl5,^?^®^^i?'^^®”’ aathods of smuggling used 

tJrSt Lfl J?® y*^‘ Samoa will continue t^ 

aggraaaivelv importation of child pornography as 

the past, lyho ultimate effect le tKa 

SS““r2i!SrSn! orplolmnn*«f ° 

not h«i?«e’'S «n?aS''»l?^‘'“' questions or oonc.rna, piaase do 


Sincerely / 



> > 



Finders /chronology 
(See previous material for dates) 

Contact of U.S. Customs by Tallahassee PD regarding 
discovery of unidentified children and adult ma*le 
"guardians" in city park. 

Requested contact with Washington MPD for assistance dn 
locating possible address and relatives of children* 

/ 

Address located with assistance of MPD Intelligence 
Division.” 

Second address identified. One residence, one warehouse. 

Search warrants obtained by MPD Intel. Warehouse site of 
previous MPD Intel inquiry involving classified maps of 
underground tunnel /sewer system, Washington, DC. 

During search warrant staging, disclosure of pending search 
warrant execution made by Tallahassee PD to local media 
(Tallahassee, FL) . Tallahassee Media representative 
contacted D.C. media for more details. D.C. media reps 
peruse public information at courthouse, are waiting at 
search warrant sites for MPD search teams. 

Search warrants executed with MPD and two U.S. Customs 
agents: (one at each site). FBI not involved until walk 
through' on following day. 

Seizure of numerous documents made to include passports, 
telexes, computer/electronic media, correspondence, et al . 
(See previous material for expanded description). 

After search warrant shut down on first day, news reports 
carried FBI press release announcing FBI as "lead 
investigating agench." Day after, once search resumed, FBI 
agent from Washington Field Office (WFO) makes walk through 
of warehouse, but does not examine any seized evidence. 

Additional search warrant executed on farm in rural Virginia 
with support by Virginia State Police. No federal 
involvement. Evidence of satanic/cult ritual discovered. 

Based on observed documents. Customs agent unsuccessfully 
attempts to gain access to evidence for detailed analysis 
for use in investigating possible export, neutrality act, 
mann act, and child pornography violations. 
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I I contacts MPD Intelligence and advised that all reports 
regar ding Finders are to be classified at the Secret level. 

I I a Iso advised that no information was to be turned over 
to the FBI WFO fo r investigati on, and that the WFO would not 
be advised of the | | invol vement/contact . 


Children discovered- in Tallahassee were eventually turned 
over to individuals claiming to be parents or guardians. No 
further MPD, FBI or Customs involvement. 


As far as is known, 
ever became public. 


no details 


of 


involvement 
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FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 

WASfflNGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 
/fe^lPriority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ Top Secret Time Transmitted: 

□ Secret Sender’s Initials: . 

□ Confidential Number of Pages: 6 

□ Sensitive 


(Including Cover Page) 


^CUnclassified 

T„. fvlgrigi - UCtf 

(Name of Office) 

Facsimile Number: ? 2 V- ^o&-9 


Date: 




Attn: 

(f 

From: 


(Name Hoom leiepnone; 


(Name of Office) 


Subject: 6^ , u/5iA 


Special Handling Instructions: cjm 'x> ^ 


Originator’s Name: 


Telephone: L 


Originator’s Facsimile Number: 
Approved: J 
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Fr>-36 (Rev. 8-29-8S) 


FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
1X1 Teletype 
Q Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 
(~~] Immediate 
m Priority 
□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
12 UNCLAS 



Date 11/5/93 


FM FBI WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

FBI MIAMI/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3920// 

PASS: CID, VCU, SSAl 


SUBJECT: "FINDERS" GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL 

EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY 
INQUIRY; 00: WMFO. 

REF: WMFO FACSIMILE TO FBIHQ ON 11/3/93. 

FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ, REVIEW OF WMFO FIELD OFFICE 
FILES CONCERNING CAPTIONED GROUP REVEALED THE FOLLOWING: 

WMFO OPENED A KIDNAPPING CASE (7-1685) ON 2/6/87, AS A 
RESULT OF A 2/4/87 ARREST OF TWO MEN IN TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
FOR CHILD ABUSE. THESE INDIVIDUALS , | 



MRI/JULIAN DATE: ISN: 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 





^PAGE 2 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS 

I WERE TRAVELLING IN A VAN WITH SIX 
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MINOR CHILDREN. THE VAN UTILIZED BY THESE INDIVIDUALS BORE 


THE TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT (TPD) CONTACTED THE 
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT (MPD) , WASHINGTON, D.C., TO GET 
INFORMATION ON THE CHILDREN, AS THEY HAD MADE STATEMENTS 
INDICATING A PRIOR RESIDENCE IN WDC. 

ON 2/5/87, TPD CONTACTED THE LOCAL CUSTOMS OFFICE, WHICH 
SUBSEQUENTLY CONTACTED THE WDC AREA CUSTOMS OFFICE, WHICH IN 
TURN CONTACTED MPD. SPECIAL AGENT (SA) 


CUSTOMS , 
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PROVIDED THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ARREST Of[ 


TO MPD INTELLIGENCE AND THE INFORMATION ON THEIR 
WASHINGTON, D.C. ADDRESSES. 

PRIOR TO 2/5/87, MPdI 


HAD 


RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, THAT A GROUP 
OF PEOPLE CALLING THEMSELVES, THE "FINDERS", WERE CONDUCTING 
BRAINWASHING TECHNIQUES AT 


THE SOURCE REPORTED 



^PAGE 3 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS 


CHILDREN WERE USED IN RITUALS BY THE GROUPS, BUT REPORTED 
SOURCE NEVER OBSERVED ANY ACTUAL CHILD ABUSE. 

BASED ON THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY TPD AND THIS SOURCE, 
MPD OBTAINED SEARCH WARRANTS AND EXECUTED THEM ON 2/5, 2/6/87 
AT THE TWO WDC ADDRESSES. MPD SEIZED COMPUTERS, SOFTWARE, 
PHOTOGRAPHS, AND BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
FINDERS GROUP FROM THESE LOCATIONS. NO EVIDENCE OF CHILD 
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION, KIDNAPPING, OR ANY RELATED CRIMES WAS 
OBSERVED, OR OBTAINED FROM THIS SEARCH. 

PRESENT AT THIS SEARCH WERE MPD DETECTIVES, FBI SA 
WMFO CASE AGENT AND CUSTOMS SA 


A MEMO FROM SA 


DATED 3/9/87 WAS LOCATED IN THE 



•* 4 . 


'PAGE 4 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS 


MEMO WAS SENT TO FBIHQ VIA FACSIMILE ON 11/3/93. 

WMFO INVESTIGATION OF "FINDERS" GROUP REVEALED THROUGH A 


2/7/87 INTERVIEW OF GROUP MEMBER[ 
THE FOLLOWING: 


]advised finders was a group 


IN 1972 WITH THE IDEA OF 


RESPONDING TO PEOPLE IN EMERGENCIES. 

GROUP GATHERED INFORMATION FOR PEOPLE OR COMPANIES. 
ADVISED THAT "FINDERS" WAS BASED OUT OF 
DESCRIBED THE I 


lADVISED THAT THE 


WDC. 


] AS 


MYSTERIOUS, AND RELATED THAT NO ONE USUALLY KNEW WHERE HE WAS. 

JOINT INVESTIGATION BY MPD AND WMFO LEAD TO THE 
IDENTIFICATION AND INTERVIEW OF THE MOTHERS OF THE SIX 
CHILDREN IN QUESTION, TWO OF THE FATHERS AND SEVERAL OTHER KEY 
MEMBERS OF THE SO-CALLED "FINDERS" GROUP. ALL PERSONS 
INTERVIEWED CLAIMED THEIR GROUP CONSISTED OF AN ALTERNATIVE 
LIFESTYLE, COMMUNAL-TYPE ASSOCIATION MADE UP OF INTELLECTUALS 
WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO LIVE THE WAY THEY DO. THE MOTHERS WERE ALL 
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AWARE THAT THE CHILDREN HAD BEEN TAKEN TO FLORIDA ON A TRIP, 
THEY WERE FAMILIAR WITH AND THOROUGHLY TRUSTED THE MEN IN 
WHOSE CARE THE CHILDREN HAD BEEN PLACED, AND ALL INSISTED THE 
CHILDREN WERE WELL CARED FOR, ALTHOUGH IN AN ALTERNATIVE 
MATTER. EVERYONE INTERVIEWED STATED EMPHATICALLY THAT NO ONE 
IN THEIR GROUP ENGAGED IN SEX WITH CHILDREN, THAT NO 
RITUALIZED ABUSE OCCURRED, THAT THE "FINDERS" ARE NOT A 
SATANIC CULT, AND THAT THE CHILDREN ARE IN FACT THE OFFSPRING 
OF THE MOTHERS INTERVIEWED. ALL OF THE MOTHERS AND THE THREE 
FATHERS INTERVIEWED AGREED TO BE POLYGRAPHED CONCERNING THEIR 
TESTIMONY. 

ON 2/18/87, THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, WDC, 
DECLINED PROSECUTION IN CAPTIONED MATTER FOR VIOLATION OF 
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 18, SECTIONS 1201 AND 2251. 


WMFO FILES ALSO CONTAINED A 10/7/92 EXTORTION CASE (9A- 

ANP f I 


WF-183055) WITH 


THIS CASE WAS OPENED AS A RESULT 
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ON 6/14/93, THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE FOR THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DECLINED PROSECUTION OF THIS MATTER AND 
THIS CASE WAS CLOSED. 

WMFO CONTACT WITH U.S. CUSTOM SERVICE, WDC, INDICATES 

THAT CUSTOMS SA I IwiLL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR 1=6 

' ' b7C 

INTERVIEW UNTIL MONDAY, 11/8/93. 

WMFO IS SCHEDULED TO REVIEW THE MPD FILE CONCERNING 
"FINDERS" ON 11/4/93. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUES AT WMFO. 

BT 
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FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 

WASfflNGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 
Priority 
Routine 


X 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ Top Secret 

□ Secret 

□ Confidential 
n Sensitive 

Unclassified 


To: ~ 


Time Transmitted: 

Sender’s Initials: 

Number of Pages: 

(Including Cover Page) 


Date: 



(Name of Office) 

Facsimile Number: "52^ 


Attn: I 

(Name Room Telephone) 

From: 

(Name of Office) 

Subject: 
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Special Handling Instructions: PlS (!A2Pf W 




•f 
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Memorandum 





To : 

SAC, WMFO 

(31C-WF-189911) (P) 

Date 11/4/93 

From : 

SA 


(C-4) 


Subject: 

"FINDERS” 

GROUP; 




WSTA - SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - PI; 

00: WMFO 


Attached to this memo are copies of METROPOLITAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT (MPD) investigative file reports of pertinent 
information obtained during writer's 11/4/93 review of the MPD 
case jacket on the FINDERS GROUP. 


The MPD case -iacket was made available for review by 

MPD Intelligence Division, 300 


Indiana Avenue, NW, WDC. 
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The MPD case jacket did not contain a listing of 
specific items seized froi ^f the 2/5 - 2/6/87 searches of the 
FINDERS GROUP properties , 


T 


In addition there was no indication of the 


present status of any items seized at these searches, or a 
listing of personnel present at the searches. 


1 

indicated that the MPD investioatincr 

Detective for this case was 

1 presently 


opined that] | could answer questions 


concerning the specifics of this search. 








T 




. /NOy-03-1993 11:07 FROM FSI UIMFO SQUAD C-4 


INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION REQUEST FORM 

FBI, Savannah Information Tecbnolosy Center 
220 East Bry^ Street 
Savanoah, Georsit 31401 ' 

> Commereial Telephone or FTS: (912) 944»0824thni 0828 
FAX: (912) 231-1076 and (912) 231-0974 


TO 


19122311076 


P.01 



ITC U*e Only: 
Date/Ttme In: 
Date/Time Out: , 

1. 7^^ 

4. /)T/V. 


Handled By: , 


^ Secure FAX i STU III: (912) 23M075 

TO: FBI, .SAVANNAH INFORAUTION TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

n/im — . ; , , 

— .w.*. fWi v. rfi ri.vcx.;> 


a 


1& tm D pm 


SltTC Rtcord #: 
///^ / /I WO 


) Uscdt 

11.. 
12a. 


-Forfcitur^/S^^^^ ^^^^^i***^* ^ 


Rcquttt0rt.5J^ 

, J&me U Rtauiitd) 

Omcc/RAr _ 


^ i Rcplyr^AX- P Trfdal. 


D 3«a«- 

1d6 


(Tbtl^FN (File #) U Reduiredi^^C 

Precedence: 0 ROUTINE O PRIORITY JflMMEDUTE 


Fusitive: 

CCH Conducted: 

Priver's Lie, Conducted: 
Driver’s License 


□ Yes Uf MO 
DYes 12^0 
DYes GH^o 


jficlC Activjty/Da'tc: . 


Off-Line Searches Conducted; 

Subject;D Yfcs □ No Vehicle: D Yes O No Driver’s License: D Yes O No 
State; Vehicle Rejisimtioa: - State: - 


Nam e - T^gt; 

Alias 
SSAl 


yrERlA (Aj 

tach additional sheets If necessary] 

First: 


Middle:. 



. Sex: A DOBl 

DOB2: 7 /_ 




Spouse: , 


RESlDENCi 

Street Addresl 

BUSINESS ^ ,, 

Business Name: , 


Citv/State: ■ Zip: 


Phone: 


Ciiy/State: _ woe 


Zip: 


Street Address: 

. Phone: 


Business IP#: 


CHBCK DESIRED SEARCH PARAMETERS (Please check prUy those that are needed) 

1. Sj^ific Information Desired L£)6uS , / 

ft? SukKcT /v/vflg^S M£Ot4 j4*id FAx 7n uf/^o 


j4*id FA^ 7t) Uf/^o 

O 2. Determine All Individuals Associated with Social Security Number(s) 

O 3. Report Validity of Social Security Number 

Q 4. Employment Rej^rt {sub}tct to availability) INQUIRY WILL POST TO CONSUMER'S ACCOUNT 
D 5. Determine Who is Associated with Telephone Numbeits) 

O 6. Determine Address of Business/Person C— U.S, , ___ State(s)) 

□ 7. Determine Property Owned by Individual ( U.S. , , ___ State(s)) 

□ 8. Determine Who Owns Property Listed Above 

□ 9. Determine Who Resides at Address Listed Above 

O 10. Determine Financial Background Info, Financial Associates/Insiltutions (not full credit reporting) 

□ 11. Determine Corporate Business Info/Institutions Associated with: 



(Person/Business) 


Renim Reply To: .... 

SAC. WMfO 


Reply From: FBI, Savannah Information Technology Center (SITQ 

VC-Uf 


Attention: ^ 1 

Ba£i<id on search c/ltcria, marked 


rttCor<k Are attached: 
^Pos 5 ;iblc Identifiable Records 
U Other Peripheral Information 
□ Bnef Synopsis of Information Found 
C* So Information Found 


SEARCHED. 


I SERIALIZED JL^: 

NOV ~ 


.INDEXED. 

IfILEDji; 


JL, 


1993 




r 
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Memorandum 





I 


To : SAC, WF r31C-WF-189911\ Date 11/3/9 3 

ATTN: 


From : SAVANNAH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER 

INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION SERVICES. 


Subject; 


Attached are copies of Investigative Information 

^ServAces,- printouts, -setting-. forth .-results -of inquiries.' conducted:.-. 

by Investigative Information Services. Also attached are two 
copies of an accomplishment/reply form. It is requested that you 
record the Investigative Information Services accomplishments on 
this form, return one copy to the Investigative Information 
Services, and maintain one copy together with the computer 
printouts as a serial in your case file. 


Set forth below is a brief synopsis of results of 

inquiries. 


b6 

b7C 


I I is utilized by the subject. Property 

data and tax assessor info is attached. All other searches were 
negative. 


Should additio nal contact be nec eaaary ^ this request 
was handl ed bv Analyst 
Telephone 


z 


b6 
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1 - WF (Enc. 1) 

Attn: Special Agent STmp.rVi gnr 

Note: Copy forwarded| 

Via Mail /Facsimil e X D ate il/3/93 

1 - SVITC 
( 2 ) 

NDB 



^ 

t****^*********************^*^ ipj^^ ADDRESS UPDATE ******Jjl^**************i<**i<*** 

FBI - SAVAN^^ PUBLIC SOURCE INEORMATIoBrGROUP * 

;5»:*******************5ic***************************5ic************************ii:**** 


vTE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 12:45:53 


f 

1 11/03/93 09:08:20 CPOl 706 


SUBJECT ID: ADDRESS UPDATE 


TVAl 


- b6 
b7C 


'■■ ' ■ *’*'**^*'*'***' 'Nd reCord^ ' *****'*****:*•■■ ■■"' ■ ■■ '■ '■ ■ ■■' 

)T TO BE USED FOR CREDIT GRANTING. 

lY CONTAIN INFORMATION FOR MORE THAN ONE CONSUMER 

'*TRW;'S 93 EXTENDED ON-LINE HOLIDAY HOURS BEGIN NOV. 15 THROUGH JAN. 7. 

'*NEW HOURS: UP MONDAY 2:00 A.M. THROUGH FRIDAY MIDNIGHT PST, UP SATURDAY 4:00 
:*A.Mi THROUGH SUNDAY 10:00 P.M. PST. SAME SCHEDULE APPLIES ON' HOLIDAYS ALSO. 
END 


•* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/12:45:53 (ORN: 335) *** 



<****l’*********************jj|t ipRW SOCIAL SEARCH ******^g^********************** 

FBI - SAVAnI® public SOURCE INPORMATiJPgROUP * 

* 


VTE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:33:23 SUBJECT ID: SOCIAL SEARCH 
V-04/042/3.34 

VGE 1 DATE 11-03-93 TIME 9:55:50 PCR04 V406 
3SN: I 

?.ULL. N^E/ADDRESS: • 


•1 

ABBREVIATED NAME/ADDRESS : 


rOT TO BE USED FOR CREDIT GRANTING 

lAY CONTAIN INFORMATION FOR MORE THAN ONE CONSUMER 
•IND — TRW SOCIAL SEARCH •* 


b6 
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•* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:33:23 (ORN: 336) *** 



c****-^*********************^y|*** EQUIFAX DTEC •><*******:-f^j/li****************ick**ick 

FBI - SAVAN^p PUBLIC SOURCE INFORMATI JPgROUP * 

ic 


vTE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:31:58 SUBJECT ID: DTEC 

b6 
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SSN ISSUED PRIOR-1951 ■ STATE ISSUED-DC 



TD OF REPORT EQUIFAX AND AFFILIATES - 11/03/93 


•* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:31:58 (ORN: 338) *** 




•****:^***.*******si:**********^j^ipj^jj3 UNION TRACE ******^>^/j^*****************icki<* 
[ FBI - SAVAN]® PUBLIC SOURCE INFORMATICWGROUP * 

****************************************************************************** 


.TE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:32:37 SUBJECT ID: TRACE 
■CE 


•ANS UNION CREDIT REPORT 
'R. 

'QHO2870232 

•t; on - ■■. •• ••• 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER TRACE 
NAME/SPOUSE 
ADDRESS 


MKT/SUB • INFILE DATE TIME 

15 SC.. 11/03/93 11:53CT 

. ■ s.^N ■■ - • ■ • poB • • . ■ . 

SSN OWNER 
■ ADDR RPT DATE 



SUBJECT 

04/89 


; b6 
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END OF NETWORK TRACE** 

‘ COPYRIGHT 1993, TRANS UNION CORPORATION 


* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:32:37 (ORN: 337) *** 




.■***'*:^*********************jj|t ADDRESS UPDATE *****5j|®|******V(:*************** 

FBI - SAVAnI® public SOURCE INFORMATiJPgROUP * 

i< 

:*******:*:********************************************************************** 


vTE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:36:28 SUBJECT ID: ADDRESS UPDATE 


1 11/03/93 09:58:55 CL05 306 


TMD2 
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1 

~-FILE IDENT:' SS)^ IS^ 


:-9l 

f 




02-18-91 


)DRESS LOCATED REPORT TYPE G 
)T TO BE USED FOR CREDIT GRANTING. 

-Y CONTAIN INFORMATION FOR MORE THAN ONE CONSUMER 

•*TRW'S 93 EXTENDED ON-LINE HOLIDAY HOURS BEGIN NOV. 15 THROUGH JAN. 7. 

*NEW HOURS: UP MONDAY 2:00 A.M. THROUGH FRIDAY MIDNIGHT PST, UP SATURDAY 4:00 
•*A.M. THROUGH SUNDAY 10:00 P.M. PST. SAME SCHEDULE APPLIES ON HOLIDAYS ALSO. 
END 


* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:36:28 (ORN: 339) 





iME: 12:01:50 METRONET^^-LINE INFORMATION SYSTEM ® DATE: 11/03/93 

— ADDRESS — — — — — 

)PTION : A (E)DA (N)BRS (A)DDR (P)HN (Z)IP (C)ITY (S)TATE (U)S 

(M)ENU (H)ELP (P)WD (B)ACK (W)METRO AREA (X)CLEAR 

iELECTION : PILE : R (R RESIDENTIAL (B)USINESS 


fAME ' : 


r 

1 FOR FIRST NAME SEARCH, ENTER P : 

“ “ 

iOUSE# : 

1 1 

STREET :l 



:iTY ' : 

WASHINGTON 


ST : 

DC ZIP CODE: PHONE #: ( ) 



RETURNED NAME/ADDRESS 


lENDER ' ’ ” ■■'■■ ■■■ 

;edian income 

'EALTH RATING 
•ATE OF BIRTH 


NEAREST • H OUSE # FOUND 


( 000 ) 000 - 0000 


"UlTK'NbWN”" LENGTH OF RES " ” : "66 
0211. OK HOME OWNER iPROB : 

A HOME VALUE : 0466. 7K 

HOME VALUE INDEX: 255 
DWELLING TYPE : UNKNOWN 



NET. ASP “ ANSI 


PDX ® 2400 E71 ° LOG CLOSED PRINT OFF “ ON-LINE 
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tME: 12:07:22 METRONEt|^-LINE INFORMATION SYSTEM® DATE: 11/03/93 

— — g g g — 

PTION : A (E)DA (N)BRS (A)DDR (P)HN (Z)IP (C)ITY (S)TATE (U)S 

(M)ENU (H)ELP (F)WD (B)ACK (W)METRO AREA (X)CLEAR 

ELECTION : PILE : B (R)ESIDENTIAL (B)USINESS 

AME ' : FINDERS GROUP FOR FIRST NAME SEARCH, ENTER P : F 

:OUSE# : 1307 STREET: 4TH ST NE 

:ITY : WASHINGTON ST : DC ZIP CODE: PHONE #: ( ) 


RETURNED NAME/ADDRESS 

GLOBAL PRESS REVIEW- 
1307 .4TH ST NE‘. 

WASHINGTON • DC 20002 7001 
(202) 546 - 9828 


NET. ASP 


O 


ANSI 


O 


PDX 


2400 E71 “ LOG CLOSED * PRINT OFF ° ON-LINE 


■ Front Footage 
Depth Footage 
Bldg Footage 
Pool 

# Units 

# Baths 
# Bedrooms 

Total Rooms 
Stories 
END OF DATA 


0 

0 

37,200 

0 

4 

0.0 

0 

0 

0.0 


Universal Directory of ALL Data .for Washington DC 


For: FINDERS GROUP 
1 Tax Lien 

'■2 Judgment- • •• - 

3 Bankruptcy 

4 Environmental 

5 Tax Assessor Name 

6 Grant Deed Name 

7 Federal Aviation Admin 

8 Watercraft 
END OF LIST 


DC - No Record on PH Online 
DC-' - -No -'Record on PH Online 
DC - No Record on PH Online 
DC - No Record on PH Online 
DC - No Record on PH Online 
DC - No Record on PH Online 
DC - No Record on PH Online 
US - No Record on PH Online 


MAIL- IT REQUESTED: NOVEMBER 3, 1993 


1032ZC 


CLIENT: 

LIBRARY: ASSETS 
FILE: ALLOWN 

YOUR SEARCH REQUEST AT THE TIME THIS MAIL- IT WAS REQUESTED; 
3918 W/2 W AND DC 

NUMBER OF RECORDS FOUND WITH YOUR REQUEST THROUGH: 

LEVEL 1 . . . 2 

• ‘ ■ LEVEL ~ I - PRINTED ■ ■■ ■■ ■ ■ 

THE SELECTED RECORD NUMBERS: 

1 

DISPLAY FORMAT: FULL 


SEND TO: SAVANNAH, # 5 
FBI 

220 EAST BRYAN STREET 
SAVANNAH GEORGIA 3 14 02 FRANC 


**********************************023 g7********************************** 


LEXE-NEXS"* LEXB'-NEXIS'» IfXIS-NEXlS 

Services of Meed Date Centre! Inc 


Page 2 


r 




LEVEL 1 - 1 OF 2 RECORDS 
TRW REDI Property Data, Copyright (c) 1991 
PROPERTY RECORDS FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ESTIMATED TAX ROLL CERTIFICATION DATE July 31, 1991 

Ovmer 

Mailing Address; 

MUNICIPALITY; ! 1 " ' • - 

*i»f*************************** location *********************************** 
Property Address; 

. , Property Use (REDI).; i^artment 

Assessor's Parcel Number; 1315- -0039 

***************************** ASSESSMENT VALUES ************************** 

Land Value; $ 173,725 

Improvements ; 170,515 

Total Value; $ 344,240 

Use Code; MULTI -FAMILY FLATS 

Lot Size; 4,655 sq ft 

Year Constructed; 1938 

************************* property characteristics *********************** 


Units ; 4 

Stories: 

Rooms ; 

Heating: HOT WATER 

Bedrooms ; 

Cooling: 

Bathrooms ; 

Floor: 

Fireplaces ; 

Walls: BRICK 

Pool; 

Const : 


***********************ic*'k***it**irir**'k-k-itie*')fk*-k-k****icitit*******-k'k*it*-ifickifk*itii* 
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LEXIS-NEX! 




LEXS’-NEXIS 


iXIS-NEXB' 





MAIL- IT REQUESTED: NOVEMBER 3, 1993 


1032ZC 


CLIENT: 

LIBRARY: ASSETS 
FILE: ALLOWN 

YOUR SEARCH REQUEST AT THE TIME THIS MAIL- IT WAS REQUESTED: 
1307 W/2 4TH OR 4 AND DC 

•NUMBER OF RECORDS FOUND WITH YOUR REQUEST THROUGH: 

LEVEL 1 . . . 3 

-LEVEL..- • -a -PRINTED ■ - *• = 

THE SELECTED RECORD NUMBERS’: 

3 

DISPLAY FORMAT; FULL 


SEND TO: SAVANNAH, # 5 
FBI 

220 EAST BRYAN STREET 
SAVANNAH GEORGIA 31402FRANC 





Services of Mead Data Central. Inc. 



LEXB-N 


Page 2 




LEVEL 1 - 3 OF 3 RECORDS 
TRW REDI Property Data, Copyright (c) 1991 
PROPERTY RECORDS FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ESTIMATED TAX ROLL CERTIFICATION DATE July 31, 1991 

Ovmer J 

Mailing Address: 

- . MPNIGIPALITY: ! I ■ • 

***,************************** LOCATION *********************************** 
Property Address: 

Municipality; WASH DC 
Property Use (REDI) : Warehouse 
Assessor's Parcel Number: PAR -0129-0027 

***************************** j\ssesSMENT VALDES ************************** 

Land Value: $ 54,960 

Improvements : 205,390 

Total Value: $ 260,350 

Use Code: WAREHOUSE -MOLT -STORY 

Lot Size: 5,496 sq ft 

Improved Square Feet: 10,414 (building) 

Year Constructed: 1931 


*************************** 

Units : 

Rooms : 

Bedrooms : 

Bathrooms : 

Fireplaces: 

Pool : 


PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS 

Stories : 

Heating : 

Cooling: 

Floor: 

Walls: BRICK 

Const : 




************************************************************************** 
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LEXIS -NEXB 




f^ervioe«i of Central Inc 





! 

INFORMATION AMERICA NETWORK^SLEUTH SUMMARY ^ 3-NOV-1993 

i^-INDERS GROUP] A A Page 1/1 

No. Name Clue(s) Source 


1 FINDERS GROUP Officer of FINDERS' KEEPERS 

2 FINDERS GROUP Officer FINDERS GROUP 

3 finders group Officer of FINDERS GROUP 

4 FINDERS GROUP INTERNATION I 

5 ' ' 

6 FINDERS GROUP LIMITED 

7 ' ' 

8 ' ' 


OH-COR 

OH-COR 

OH-COR 

IL-COR 

IL-COR 

CO-COR - 

CO-COR 

CO-COR 


imber=More Info N=New Search R=Revise State(s) S#=Save Clue E=Exit 
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3-NOV-1993 


INFO AMERICA — OHIO Secretar^^ 
SEARCH KEY: [FINDERS GROUP j'fP 
D. Business Name 


1 FINDERS GROUP 



imber=MoreInfo 0=0rderDocs N=NewSrch E=Exit 1 

INFORMATION AMERICA NETWORK— OHIO 3-NOV-1993 

1 SECRETARY OP STATE CORPORATE — Detail Page 1/2 

Information current through 10-16-1993 

Name: FINDERS GROUP 

Owner ( s ) : FINDERS GROUP 
Address: 629 OAK ST 

COLUMBUS 43215 

Type : TRADE NAME 
State of Origin: NOT AVAILABLE 
Date of Piling: 01-03-1986 

Status: CANCELLED ON 02-22-1991 
Date of Expiration: 01-03-1991 
State ID Number: RN88852 

• *** History *** 

Date Transaction 


02-22-1991 CANCELLED BY OPERATION OP LAW 

]TURN=More Information P#=Page E=Exit to Summary 

iNPORMATION AMERICA NETWORK — OHIO 3-NOV-1993 

1 SECRETARY OP STATE CORPORATE— Detail Page 2/2 

’INDERS GROUP 

*** History *** (Cont'd) 

Date Transaction 


10-01-1990 


LETTER/RENEWAL NOTICE MAILED 


Date of Most recent 



Change in Capital: 


04-13-1979 


Tax Capital: 1,000 
Total Capital: 1,000 


imber=MoreInfo RETURN=Summary 0=0rderDocs P#=Page N=NewSrch E=Exit 



COMMON 


NPV 


100 


***** 


ft 


Pile Date 
08-29-86 


NPV lOOQ 

'CUMENT FILING HISTORY **** 
Transaction 


^000 

kW 


Type; ARTICLES OP INCORPORATION 
Comment: FINDERS GROUP LIMITED 


STURN=More Information P#=Page E=Exit to Summary 
■IPORMATION AMERICA NETWORK — CORPORATE GLOBAL 
3 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF STATE— Detail 
?INDERS GROUP LIMITED] 

***** document filing history (Cont 'd)***** 

I File Date Transaction 


3-NOV-1993 
Page 4/4 


NOT AVAIL Type: 1993 CORPORATE REPORT MAILED 08/01/92 

DUE 10/31/92 


NOT AVAIL 


Type: 1993 CORPORATE REPORT SECOND NOTICE 11/30/92 
SUSPENDED AFTER 01/31/93 


12t-15-92 


Type: 
Document No: 


INTENT TO DISSOLVE 
921119454 


12-15-92 


Type: 
Document No: 


DISSOLVED CORPORATION 
921119455 


imber=MoreInfo RETURN= Summary 0=OrderDocs 


P#=Page N=NewSrch E=Exit 




INVESTIGATIVE TNPnT?MATION SERVI 


M 


In order to help us better serve your investigative needs, 
please complete the following and return to: 


EBI, Savannah Information Technology Center 
220 East Bryan Street 
Savannah, Georgia 31401 


SAVANNAH ITC RECORD #: J 

ANALYST:^ 




C-WF-189911 


Was the information provided helpful to your investigation? 

0 YES □ NO 


If NO, please let us know how we could be more helpful to your 
investigation : 
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ACOCXiPLISBMENT(S) resulting from information: 

^RSON ( S ) : (Enter totaG. number applicable to each of the following) 

FBI Pugitive(s) Arrested: □ FBI □ Local Date 

Local Pugitive(s) Arrested: □ FBI □ Local Date 

Subject (s) □ Arrested □ Located □ Identified 

Witness (es) □ Located □ Identified 

New Witness (es) □ Located □ Identified 

B USINESS (ES ) : (Enter total number applicable to each of the following) 
New Business (es) Identified 

New Business Associates/Associations Identified 

Financial Audit Trail (s) Enhanced 

ASSET( S1: (Enter toteLL number applicable to each of the following) 

(TYPES: C = CASH R = REAL PROPERTY P = PERSONAL PROPERTY) 

Asset(s) □ Located □ Identified [VALUE: TYPE: ] 

Asset (s) Subject to Seizure/Forfeiture [VALUE: TYPE: ] 

Potential Economic Loss Prevented [VALUE: TYPE: ] 

.OI'HKk: (Enter total number applicable to each of the following) 

New Case(s) Initiated 

New Lead(s) Generated 

COMMENTS: 


1 - Case File 
1 - SITC 
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1:D-448 (Rev 6/1/91) 


I* ipBljj] 


FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 

WASfflNGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844 


PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION 


□ lmme(diate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


□ Top Secret 

□ Secret 

□ Conficdential 

□ Sensitive 

□ Unclassifie(d 




(Name of Offic 

Facsimile Number: 


Attn: 


From: 


Subject: 


/c 


(Name of Office) 




Time Transmittecd: . 
Senider’s Initials: _ 
Number of Pages: 

(Including Cover Page) 


Date: 






Special Hanciling Instructions: 


Originator’s Name: 



Telephone: 


Originator’s Facsimile Number: 


Approved: 



SERIALIZEO;:^.^-^ . 


f(!nv 0 8 1993 


Bi-. 




■« 


FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 



FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 

12 Teletype 
O Facsimile 
□ AIRTEL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 
[2 UNCLAS 

Date 11/8/93 


PRECEDENCE: 
□ Immediate 
[Xl Priority 
IZI Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 


FM FBI WMFO ( 3 lC-WF-189911) (P) (C-4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3920// 

PASS: FBIHQ, TRAINING DIVISION, NCAVC/ISU FOR SSA 


SUBJECT: "FINDERS” GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL 

EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY 
INQUIRY; 00: WMFO 

FOR INFORMATION OF NCAVC, CAPTIONED MATTER WAS OPENED ON 
11/2/93 AS A RESULT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE'S REQUEST 
THAT THE FBI CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS 
MADE BY 


CONCERNING CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 



BY A GROUP KNOWN AS THE "FINDERS", AND WHAT ROLE IF ANY, WAS 
PLAYED BY THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY. 


I » 


Approved: 


Time Received: 




f 






Telprep filename: krhf 


MRI/JULIAN DATE: /^9^/^/Jl 


ISN: 


FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 
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j» - vu. 




^'PAGE 2 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS 



ROSE (FLORIDA) TO DISCUSS ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING A GROUP 
CALLED “FINDERS". BOTH ROSE AND I I PROVIDED INFORMATION 

CONCERNING THESE ALLEGATIONS TO DOJ. 


WMFO INVESTIGATED A GROUP CALLED FINDERS IN FEBRUARY, 

1987. FINDERS WAS AN ALTERNATE LIFESTYLE GROUP, LOCATED AT 
3918/3920 W STREET, N.W. , AND 1307 4TH STREET, N.E., WDC, THAT 
EVOLVED INTO A DATA GATHERING GROUP. THE GROUP WAS 
PURPORTEDLY HEADED BY A l I 

I VIRGINIA, WITH THE LEADER IN THE WDC 

b6 

1 b7C 

I WMFO CLOSED THE CASE WHEN NO VIOLATIONS OF FEDERAL 

LAW, NO CHILD ABUSE, NO SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN WAS 

DETERMINED TO HAVE OCCURRED. 



^vPAGE 3 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS 

THE WMFO CASE AGENT FOR THE 1987 


SA 


INVESTIGATION, ADVISED THAT THIS MATTER WAS BROUGHT UP AGAIN 

I WAS 


SOMETIME IN 1989, WHEN TV TALK SHOW HOST 
PURPORTEDLY PLANNING TO AIR A SPECIAL EXPOSING FINDERS AS A 

| 0F NCAVC, 


SATANIC CULT. SA 


PROVIDED SSA 

QUANTICO WITH INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS INVESTIGATION. SA 
ADVISED THAT WHEN THE TELEVISED SPECIAL AIRED THERE 


WAS NO RESPONSE TO FINDERS. 
LEADS : 


TRAINING DIVISION, NCAVC, AT QUANTICO, VA. 

REVIEW RECORDS CONCERNING THE FINDERS AT QUANTICO AND 
ADVISE FBIHQ, AND WMFO OF ANY REFERENCES TO FINDERS, 
SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSING THEIR CURRENT STATUS AND LOCATION IF 
KNOWN.. ADDITIONALLY, REVIEW ALL REFERENCES TO FINDERS AND THE 
U.S. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IN AN ATTEMPT TO DETERJINE IF ANY 


CORRLATION EXISTS 



. ^ 




0023 I'H^I 0069a 
PP FBIWMFO 

DE F-BIWMFO #0006 3121750 
ZNR UUUUU 
P 0ai749Z NOV 93 

FM Fttl WMPO (31C:-WF“1S9911 ) (P) <C“4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI /PRI ORI TY/ 

BT 

UNCLftS 

CITE} //3920// 

PRSS} FBI HO, TRAINING DIVISION, NCRVC/ISU FOR SSR 


SUBJECT} ‘♦FINDERS” GROUF^, WHITE SERVE 7RRFF1C ftCT-SEXURL 
EXPLOITRTION OF CHILDREN} OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINRRY 
INQUIRY} 00}WMFD. 

FOR INFDRMRTION OF NCR VC, CRPTIONED MRTTER WRS OPENED ON 
11/2/93 RS R RESULT OF THE DEPRRTMENr OF JUSTICE* S REQUESl' 
THRT THE FBI CONDUCT R PRELIMINRRY INQUIRY INTO RLLEGRTIONS 
MRDE BY^ CONCERNING CHILD SEXURL RBUSE 


BY R GROUP KNOWN RS THE “FINDERS”, RND WHRT ROLE IF RNY, WRS 
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77 /' 


-to 


V Tf 



PRGE TWO I)E FBIWMFO 0006 UNCLRS 

PLRYED BY THE UNITED STRTES INTELLIGENCE COMMUNn Y . 


WITH U,S. CONGRESSMAN 


ROSE 


(FLORIDA) TO DISCUSS ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING A GROUP 


CALLED «FINDERS»», 


BOTH ROSE AND 


PROVIDED INFORMATION 


CONCERNING THESE ALLEGATIONS TO DOJ, 

WMFO INVESTIGATED A GROUP CALLED FINDERS IN FEBRUARY, 


1987, FINDERS WAS AN ALTERNATE LIFESTYLE GROUP, LOCATED AT 

I THAT 

EVOLVED INTO A DATA GATHERING GROUP, THE GROUP WAS 
PURPORTEDLY HEADED BY a I 

I VIRGINIA, WITH THE LEADER IN THE WDC 


I WMFO CLOSED THE CASE WHEN NO VIOLATIONS OF FEDERAL 

LAW, NO CHILD ABUSE, NO SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN WAS 


DETERMINED TO HAVE OCCURRED, 


SA 


THE WMFO CASE AGENT FOR THE 1987 



I 

FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 





FBI 


TRANSMIT VIA: 
S] Teletype 

□ Facsimile 

□ AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 
m Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
m UNCLAS 

to 

Date 11/-&793 



2 
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SUBJECT: "FINDERS' GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL 

EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY 
INQUIRY; OOtWMFO. 

RE: BUREAU TELETYPE TO WMFO AND MIAMI, DATED 11/2/93, 

AND WMFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND MIAMI DATED 11/6/93, BOTH 
CAPTIONED AS ABOVE. 


REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE ADVISED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 




^PAGE 2 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS 


SEXUAL ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS THE "FINDERS”, AND WHAT ROLE, 
IF ANY, WAS PLAYED BY THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY. 

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE INITIATED SAID PRELIMINARY 
INQUIRY AND SET FORTH LEADS FOR WMFO AND MIAMI. 

INVESTIGATION AT WMFO INDICATES THAT MATERIALS SEIZED 
DURING THE EXECUTIONS OF TWO FEBRUARY 1987 SEARCH WARRANTS OF 
"FINDERS” ADDRESSES IN WASHINGTON, D.C., WERE PROBABLY 
FORWARDED TO THE TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA POLICE DEPARTMENT (TPD) 
FOR INCLUSION IN THEIR "FINDERS” CASE. 

LEAD: 

MIAMI DIVISION AT TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 

THROUGH LIAISON INTO THE TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, REVIEW THEIR INVESTIGATIVE FILES CONCERNING THE 
"FINDERS”. ASCERTAIN THE STATUS OF ANY PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
MAINTAINED BY THE TPD, REVIEW SAME AND ADVISE FBIHQ /aND WMFO. 
LOCATE INVOLVED TPD PERSONNEL TO INCLUDE THE THEN QHI^F OF 
POLICE, AND DETERMINE IF ANY OUTSIDE AGENCY (W©TTfS?-^|R©M THE 
U.S. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY) ATTEMPTED TO INFLUENCE THE 
OUTCOME OF THEIR INVESTIGATION. ' 
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0077 MRi 01232 


PP r-BlWMFO 

DE F6IW1F0 #0033 3141842 
ZNR UUUUU 
P 1018302 NOV 93 

FM FBI WNFO <31C;-WF-189911 ) (P) (C~4> 

TO DIRECTOR FSI/PRIORI PY/ 

FBI Ml fill! /PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCL8S 

CIFEJ //3920// 
mSSt CID, VCU, SSR I 

SUBJECrj ‘‘FINDERS^ GROUP, WHITE b'LftVE rRFWIC RC r-SEXUDL 

EXPLonr-rrioN of children^ obstruction of justicf-preliminrry 

ENQUIRY} OOJWMFO, 

RE} BURFF5U TELETYPE TO UMFO RND MlRMl, DRTED 11/2/93, 

AND WMFO TELETYPE TO BURERU RND MIRMI DRTED 11/6/93, BOTH 
ORPTIOIMED RS RBDVE, 

. EViEr-ERENCED BURERU TELETYF^E RUVISFD 1HRT THE DEPRRTMLNT OF 
JUSTICE REQUESTED THE FBI CONDUCT R PRELXMINRRY INQUIRY INTO 
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ALLeGRTiDiMB MRDE BY 


OOMCERNI iMG CHILD 


SEXUML RBUSE BY R GROUP KNOWN RB THE ’^FINDERS” , RND WHRT ROLE, 


IF RNY, URB PLRYED. BY THE UNITED STRTEB I MTELLI GEMCE 
COMMUNITY, 


REFERENCED BUNERU TELETYPE INITIRTED SRID PRELIMINRRY 
INQUIRY RND SEP FORTH LERDB FDR WMFD RND MIRMI , 

INVESTIGRTION RT WMFO IMDICRTES THR'I MRTERIRLS SEIZED 
DURING PHE EXECUTIONS OF TWO FEBRUfTRY 19S7 SERRCH URRR.RNTS 01* 
♦'FINDERS^- RDDRESBES IN WRSHINGTON, D,C,, WERE PROBRBLY 
FORWRRDED TO THE TRLLRHRSBEE, FLORIDR POLICE DEPRR PMENT ( PPD) 
FOR INCLUSION IN THEIR «FlNDrRS« CRSE, 

LEROJ 


MIRMI DIVISION RT TRLLRHRSBEE, FLOfD.DR 
THROUGH LIRISON INTO THE TRLLRHRSBEE , FLORIDR POLICE 
DEPRRTMENT, REVIEW THEIR INVEBTl GRTl VE FILES CONCERNING THE 
‘"FINDERS^, RSCERTRIN THE S PRTUS OF RNY PHYSICRL EVIDENCE 


MRINTRINED BY THE TPD, P^lEVIEW SRME RND RDVISE FBI HQ RND WMF-O, 
LOCRTE INVOLVED PPD P-'ERSOiMNEL TO INCLUDE THE THEN CHIEF OF 
POLICE, RND DETERMINE IF RNY OUTSIDE AGENCY (NOTIBLY THE U.S, 
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY) RPTEMPPED TO INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF 


THE 1 R I N VEST 1 GRT 1 ON 



Memorandum 





To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4) Date XX j Xl j 


From : SSA 


Subject: FINDERS GROUP; 

WSTA-SEOC; 
OOJ-PI; 

OOtWMFO 


On 11/9/93, SSa[ 


] OLIA~FBIHQ was 


tele phonically co ntacted re the status of his efforts to have 
hnth I ~ l U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT Quer ied re the FINDERS . 

had previously been requested by SSA^ I 


VCU-CID, to handle the inquiries on a headquarters level. 


advised that he was drafting a letter for approval by the VCU 
which would be sent to the res pective agencies. He further 


advised that 




was assisting him in this effort. 


SSA 


of his efforts as soon as possible. 


was requested to advise WMFO of the results 


On 11/9/93, SSA I [ advised that he was 
handling the review of any FCI files at FBIHQ and would advise 
WMFO of the results. 
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FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 


WASraNGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
Ca^outine 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ Top Secret Time Transmitted: 

□ Secret Sender’s Initials: _ 

□ Confidential Number of Pages: 

□Sensitive (including cover Page) 

'O Unclassified 


Unclassified 




Date: 




(Name of Office) 

Facsimile Number: 


Attn: 



(Name Room Telephone) 


From: 


Subject: 




(Name of Office) 





ng Instructions: llA % 

-I- AeCrST 


Originator’s Name: _ 
Originator’s Facsimile Number: 


Approved: 





Telephone: 


5 U^- l&^ I^FBI/DOJ 

a. -RCH^O j^lNOEXED^Ii'^V.I 

Vllil I7m PD.. . .... 

wnv 1 2 1993 ^ 




0014 MR! 00488 
PP FktlWMPD FB3JK 

m F8IMri #0002 3161508 

ZNR UUUUU 

P 12150'5Z NOV 93 

FH FBI mom < 31 C-WF- 189911) <P) 

TO FBI WMFQ/PRIORITY/ 
i-Bl JBCKSDNVl LLE/PRl OKI TY/ 

BT 

Ul'JCLHB 

CITE I //3460// 

PftSBj ■mLLPHf-'iBBEE RM, 

BUBJPCTJ FINDERS GROUP, WHITE Bl RVE IRHFFIC ftCT -- BEXUOL 
EXF’LOlTFlTIOM OF CHILDREN^ OSSTRUCTXDM OF JUSTICE - PRELXHXIMPRY 
INQUIRY^ ODjWNr-0, 

RE WMFO TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR RND MlftMI, DRTED 13/10/93, 
FOR XNFORMf-TnON OF WHFO THE ff-lLLFlHRSSEE REOIDEMT RGEWCY 

15 IM THE JfiCKSONVILLE DIVISION, REFERENCE TELETYPE WILL BE 
FfiXED TO THE JHCKSONVILLE DIVISION, 



FBI 


* H - 

*^FM6 <3KeV'^-29-85) 



TRANSMIT VIA: 

PRECEDENCE: 

CLASSIFICATION: 

H Teletype 

Q Lnmediate 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ Facsimile 

[X] Priority 

□ SECRET 

□ AIRTEL 

CD Routine 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
m UNCLAS 



Date 11/15/93 


FM FBI WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4) 

TO DIRECTOR FBI /PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3920// 

PASS: VCU-CID SSA 


SUBJECT: ''FINDERS" GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL 

EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY 
INQUIRY; 00: WMFO. 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WMFO AND MIAMI DATED 11/2/93, AND 
WMFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED 11/6/93, BOTH CAPTIONED AS 
ABOVE. 


REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE ADVISED WMFO THAT THE 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE REQUESTED THE FBI CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY 

INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS MADE BY a| 

CONCERNING CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS THE 


Approved: 


Time Received: 


MRI/JULIAN DATE 


7 '^3 

^ ^ Original 






V/VS?^/9 


Telprep filename: ‘ 


KN: 






3 *^ 
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FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: 
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"FINDERS” AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, WAS PLAYED BY THE UNITED 
STATES INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY. 

TO DATE, WMFO HAS CONDUCTED THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION 
INTO CAPTIONED MATTER. 

THE WMFO CASE FILE ON THE "FINDERS" WAS REVIEWED AND 
SUMMARIZED FOR FBIHQ IN REFERENCED WMFO 11/6/93 TELETYPE. 

THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT (MPD) CASE 
FILE WAS REVIEWED BY WMFO ON 11/4/93. COPIES WERE MADE OF 
SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AND SENT TO FBIHQ, VIA FACSIMILE ON 
11/5/93. ON 11/9/93, A PHOTOCOPY OF THE ENTIRE MPD FILE WAS 
OBTAINED AND HAND CARRIED TO FBIHQ. 

WMFO INTERVIEWED FBI SA I 

I RESPECTIVE CASE AGENTS FOR 1987 "FINDERS" 
INVESTIGATION ON 11/5/93. FD-302S REFLECTING THESE INTERVIEWS 

WERE SENT TO FBIHQ VIA FACSIMILES ON 11/8/93 AND 11/12/93. 

WMFO HAS NOT YET INTERVIEWED CUSTOMS SA I ~l PER 

INSTRUCTIONS OF FBIHQ, BUT IS PREPARED TO DO SO UPON FBIHQ 
AUTHORIZATION. 
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WMFO HAS SET FORTH LEADS FOR THE BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE UNIT 
TO REVIEW ITS RECORDS FOR REFERENCES TO THE ••FINDERS" AND FOR 
MIAMI TO REVIEW LOCAL POLICE RECORDS FOR SAME. 

WMFO IS AWAITING THE RESULTS OF OLIA SSa | 

EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY ANY PERTINENT FILES AT EITHER 

THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT. IF POSITIVE, THE WMFO REVIEW OF 
ANY IDENTIFIED FILES WILL BE CONDUCTED AS SOON AS ARRANGEMENTS 
ARE MADE. 

WMFO CONTINUES TO RUN INDICES CHECKS AND REVIEW FILES FOR 
POSSIBLE CONNECTIONS TO CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION. 

BT 
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these game playem? And why did they become a national news story I ^ 







Search 

of 

the 



The Finders liked it fike that* - 


U , . 

' , ascribed to Eastern phflosoDhicfi.' nljivuvi -f ^ who. lived communally,' 


®“' For (Hie week in 

And who are the Finders, anyway? - . Oased FinOerS. 


• - tiTp® ‘^* “« *««d in a coat «,d 

.■s=‘ssa;ss£‘i^^^SF'-“’’ 

. S^JSiSiJS SSj'S£mS,£ 3^'** “Zi?" ^ iirtSTS 

^4ey^^ ^ thectoldrea-s mothers, 

toe and Jeft done. But there^ 

diapters that could have been the laa one.' ^ ^ 

with the wora 

w>de<yed pronouncements fioin offioa^wotidii'^*^*!?*” 

Finders] as a bizarre cult of dev 3 wr.*^^^^ that some hare desorbed [*e 
stories broadcast by Rita Braver ^1?*^“^?°* “ on die act There were 

with the FB^iS U.s!”(^^We?tte^d^^p|^'^I?*“ 
E^J^Wlikeunit). anfe 


^ I CVt lUO 

(bag the case (Hit 
for week after 
week? And wfw 
areifieRnders, 
anyway? 


iind dwrefore'^feOeSCrellVe giwgi ? 

W-^^.“o^ of’tbi arresting or^ ' *** W •' ' 

g^ ho pand ear between staiids of patch of bilt a few 

saHSS-^ CSJsr“’^ 

■«^,?^‘‘?l5''^’^‘®*CodeBP,su^ciouspef.- becoffleP^eOne 

Tony -^X^buni.; Madibom qtttsdooed Ifolw^ ^ 

dre fburbS^ •; ^_Of Florida 

«,. w^i rit unusual for 

“My -first im^ession was 'that *ey were dirty, but I 
w^ not^ that drey were unusually dir^^ lads,” 

aS)Ie f?? *“ ^ ' 

Benjamin Franklin, 4; Hooey Bte, 3- Livingston, 6;- 

They didn’t go to sdroof^iA^ w r.^ •>rod>». 2; and B.B., 2. 

g*^. One rf Se^ •T '<> read and how to ^y 

mommies since befcKe Christmas-^Siich tte ^Lr^^USL‘**^S!‘ *“ 

to they have lots of mommies and ihMt^ aSlfe, ‘ “Plsmed 

CaUor says. Ri^t now, day were benig “weaned” finm*^^^''^ do what the Game . 
mg difieient |daces,-” sle^ in ca^^ounS^ ^ mommies and pist “go- 

*S Z'SS'.SS ™“ “»”' ■• "" s«!-a -R. i- » «. « 
_^St?£iS‘£^JSirS STc^SSf *“‘™- 
» » ciSiiS SS’S Sx, 

m not sure what s going <m,” Mashbum told Suchpdd!^ rat^ dieir higher- 


^Jon Cohen 








In Search of the 

RNDERS 


took their mug shots after agents from Fkxi* 
da*5 Department of Health and Rehabiliutive 
Services (HRS) arrived to place the kids in 
protective custody. 

Investigator Weigand phoned the D.C. Mcl« 
ropolitan Police Department and e:q)lained the 
situation} giving ihOT the Glover IVk phone 
number and address Mary had memorized. 
D.C Police reported back to Weigand, saying 
they had reached an answering machine with 
a ‘Veird” message on it, some kind of biblical 
passage. D.C. said it was going to send a 
cruiser by the house. Tallahassee didn’t hear 
from D.C. until the next day. 

% 

A s Finders travel the country and the 
world, they communicate with fellow 
members via electronic mailboxes, sudi 
as MQ Mail. -No matter where they arc they 
can receive or transmit a message with a 
• Touch Tone phone, a computer, a modem, 
•aiKl the mailbox pa^word. ^ 

The day after Tallahassee Police arrested 
Ammerman and Holwell, a Finder named SS 
(Stuart Stlversiooe — tbc>‘ typically use their in- 
itiab when corre^nding) sent a “priority” 
report to BM (Bob Meyer). 

“The sequence of events started here vri)cn 
1 remmed to W St (the Glover Paric home] 
last night around K)pm to a waiting Metropol- 
itan Police OflScer Smith of the 2Dd Di$^ 
HQ," SS’s report- reads. Officer Smith SS 
that thm kids were fouixl in lallahassee liv- 
ingin.a‘van and that police tbou^t one of4hc 
mothers lived at ihis address. 

“The ofer asked my name, whiAT ’ 

■wbeto this w» a.school, Ko, and ttai im 
about wrote<fe>'T offered u> malcc some 
^ r;* - , . 

t^monung.'^He asked me ^ rknew ^riieit the 
■jnotbctiriwcrc, + I saad I would try to find ' 
ouL'Ke asked if this was a school, + I said 
No,%.was a private residence. He would not, 
teD'me;nxxeA'Sxxdi as die names of the men’ 
being ,f ■datrges.’* 

Oa.^pmrsd^, tibe day after die arrest, die 
iuvenSe dpurt'-granted HRS ternpcH:^ custo- 
dy of “die children. The criminal court «t 
bond of $100,000 each for the misdemeaDor 
diild-abuse duxges leveled against Ammer- 
man and I&hveS: SS called Inves^tor 
gand, using the name Steve Leanirt, and ti^ 
her be was trying to bdp put the mothers in 
touch with her. Weigaiid explained the partic- 
ulan of the case. Would die mothers get theif 
kkb if they showed up? he asked. Not neces- 
sarily, Weigand said. 

Tt was a very rooime sort of investigatioo," 
says Offic^ Scort Hunt, .who was the Tall^ 
bassee Pcdice Dqianment spokesman at die 
droc. 

Hunt phoned the press Wednesday night 
and briefed them, but on Thursday the only 
mention of the arrest was in a small story in 
the local paper, the TaUahassu Ikmoarat. 
“Quid abu^ cases were not that unusual,” 
says Hunt. 

Thrt changed before the dose of Thursd^ 
when D.C. Pdice realized Ammerman and 
HdwdD were members of the Finders: 

‘Their [D.C. Pdice] response was *Hdy 
shit! Ufc’ve been lobkhig at these freala,’” 
says Hunt. 

Tallahassee Invest^tor Cheryl Weigand 
spoke to Detective Jim Bradley of the Wash- 
ington Metropditan Police Intelligence Unit' 
ihi day. In her report she wrote, “He asked 
dm investigator if I thought there was a possi- 
bility there may be more children at either of 
the locations [the Glover Park home the wom- 
en and children resided in or a Northeast 
warehouse that the men called home). This 
investigator stated that may be true, but I did 


not nl^ any specific child that I knew of 
there. He stated that he was going to get 
search warrams on both locations, and try to 
serve them later this date." 

Dct. Bndtc)’ filed an affidirit for the search 
warrmis at the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia on Thursday afternoon, 
e^inii^ that he was looking for evidence of 
kidnapping, a federal crime, or any lebicd of- 
fenses described in the affidavit. 

“Priw to FAniaiy Sth, 1987 your affiant. 
Detective James E. Bradley, Jr. received in- 
formation from a confidential source (rf infor- 
madoo," wrote Bradley. “This source suicd 
ilut a group of subjects calling themselves the 
Findm, A [sic] cult, were conducting ‘brain- 
washing* techniques at the above described 
two locations m Dist of Columbia. The •source 
suted dut members of the ‘cult’ attempted <m 
numerous ooasskes [$k] to introduce it into ; 
five ‘cult* by promising financzal rewards and 
sc^ gradfiation. The source suted that 
'diildren are used in ‘rituals* hy the members 
of the ‘cult’. The source suted that it never 
personally observed the duldren bei^ abused 
but that it had had conversations with grand- 
parents of the riuldren who feared for the 
safety of the diildren. 

•The source further suted that during the 
latter part of December 1986 it personally had 
omvefsaDons with one of the ‘oili* members, 
idendfied as Allen Schoen, wanted it to ‘ex- 
plore’ Satanian with members of the ‘cult*.*’ 
Judge Jean Dwyer approved the warrants 
shortly after 4 pjn. • 

Bradley’s affidavit became die fount of 
much of die sensadonal reporting that fol- 
lowed. Ex-Fmder ftula .Anco, .mbd^ of 
Mary and John ftnil ?opc fonncrly Hol- 
wcU’s wife, says BtwJIcy’s Vconfidcndal' 
source" is a woman who had a t»icf affair • 
with a group member. Two independimt . 
sources cqnfic^ this.' ^ ^ ^ 

In 'the affidavit, BracDcy' stfrnmarized vriiat ] 
be had karaed fromTallabass^ Prficc and: 
wrote, *Tasdy, die source In this mvKt^atmd ^ ' 
loldjypur afiSant that the mfonnadoc concern- 


In what appears to be an addendum. Brad* 
Icy added this ringer in slightly larger t>'pc. 

"On December 15, 1986 Deteoitt Bradley 
responded to the area of Gkivcr Park in the 
rear of the 3900 Block of W Street, N.W. 
Dct. Bradley observed a clearing ipproxinutc- 
ly seventy yards behind die house and several 
stumps surrounding iIk open area. Several 
round stones had been gathered near the cir- 
cle, this practi« is sometimes used in Satanic 
rituals, and evidence that sex'cral persons hid 
gathered in the clearing rccently. The rear of 
the residence is covered from the alley by 
heavy bamboo growth, save a small cniiance 
to the rear yard. In the rear j-eard [sic] was a 
smril very onute gravestone propp«l up 
iga^l the support pillar for the porch.” 

Like other members of the Mcuopoliun P> 
Ike, Dct. Bradley did not return phone calls 
and did not reply to a written request for an 
interview. 

- To a school of journalists rinding a siocy, an 
'affidavit like this one— packed with sot, child 
..abuse, the occult, and cuhism— « fresh Wood. 
Aftklavits are court documents, and joumal- 
isu can quote from them withom finr^ a li- 
bel suit. Whether the police have ibcir facU 
stiai^t doesn’t matter — an aifidzrit tdls a 
journalist what the police think they know. 

If that wasn’t enou^ to chum the waters, 
sexual abuse got tossed in. An HRS casework- 
er told Inv'cstigator Weigand and at least one 
other Tallahassee officer that two of ^ riuld* 
ren were "confirmed cases of sexual abuse,” 
even though the physician who conducted sex- 
ual exams on the children for HRS had tut 
confirmed sexual abuse. ^ 

The doctor’s dictatitm^ transcribed Ac day,, 
after the exam, cautiou^ describes possible j; 
sexual abuse of one boy one giri. 

“This is a distinctly abnomial bjmenal pat- 
tern compatible with dibcr digital or attempt- , 
^ cd penile penctratkxi,” be said of the 
, “The absence of suj^xrfirial [ac^ abcislocs 
.revealed by toUuidine [sic] blue wodd argue 
'/against any ream trauma.^ Ac last, $;5<; 
^ days).** Of ibc boy, be stxt;^' 



s^omy, thhough it is r>v>c diagnostic of 
either.’-’ ‘ ^ 

Ihursday evening, D.C. nnw stations 
brtiadcast ihrir first Finders stories and Fri* 
day’s Washttgton Ihu ran a small story* in 
Metro. 

On Friday, Weigand, another Tallahassee 
Investigator, and an FBI agent tried to inter- 
view the men at Leon (kninty Jail, where they 
were kept m isolation. To the imtrsiigators* 
surprise, when they arrived at the jail they 
bumped into Dot^ Ammerman’s brother* 
David. 

David told the officers IXxig had visited 
their parents in Gainesville a few weeks before 
the arrest with a boy he claimed was his. 

. Doug Ammerman had told his parents he was 
heading for Miami. 

Though David said he hadn’t seen his 
. brother in three or four years, the year before 
be had written Doug a letter. David showed 
the investigators the reply. It wasn't from 
Doug. It was from Stum S^lvc^s^otx^— SS— 
and printed on the letterhead of Gung-Ko 
Traders, 1307 Raurth Street NE, the address 
. of the Finders’ warehouse. Silv’erstonc’s letter 
said Doug bad left for China with a Dr., 
Gung-Ho just before the postman ddiv’crcd 
David’s letter. David Ammerman also showed 
investigators a letter addressed to ihrir mother 
signed by “The Three Wives of Gung Ho.’’. 

The letter reads, “This is to testify that 
your son Douglas, aka Earnest Angri, I Bct- 
lerson, Dam^ Proper, Kenny Rogers is a true 
master of the art of fucking. The shape of his 
cock is unique and he is truly an artist at us- 
ing it to gxre iis the most {Measure. The 
; 4^! The widthl The heights! No other man 
toudiesAis in this way.' 

“His hands have magic as they stroke our 
slender limbs and moist pussies. Words can- 
not describe the trader 'passion that Douglas 
brings to our orgimic jrfeasures....”, 

""iCA Mrs. Ammcniwn, w?e cannot thank 
)^..'euouA ^ ‘toving raised such a great 

i ii^.:J[»t 42 Ai 3 ^-jf.dJC. had Dcvcr.,lefr faooi^ /' 

. 

r^-wweqispoS tofoanatxii^;:'. 
Had. they beea^ 
a' doctor^, ''Waa fijubd? ' 

Where were Tte investigators told him 
‘•the Idds were in proia:^ custody and not in 
need of imme(fiate medical attdukn. 
j Friday was also the day that rqxjtteis from 
the p 00 and fecal TV stations got their bands 
on the affidavit, just in time to [^locograpb 
'airi videtuape t^ raki of the 'Finders* ware- 
house. • ' 

At a.press conference in Taltahassee, Scott • 
Hunt revealed that *^yacal exammatfeos 
showed sexual abuse to one of the children.** 

The Washfogtoo TV statioas wem wild. 
Take WUSA-TV, for example, D,C.*s CBS af- 
filiate. They broadcast the arrest footage shot 
by the -teens. Bob Stridcland speared live 
from Tallahassee, hb-lo-dia-ma-tic MDce 
Buchanan, rifing police sources, reptMted that * 
the Hnders had “worldwide connecrions,” 
used “sex and riuMren to obtain power and 
money,*’ and bad two bank accounts with 
over $100,000 in each one. The Glover fWc 
residence was “a breeding bouse where wom- 
en exercise great control.” The children in 
custody were *1ike shells, zombie-Iikc.” 

In the. searches of the Finders’ two D.C. 
addresses, po&e recovered computers, data 
disks, software, diaries, and other posooal 
papers. Police also sei:^ P^tos they said 
showed chtldicn taking part in anim ^) Uood- 
Ictting ceremonies. One photo supposedly 
showed a child » chains. 

If you missed h on TV, there it was on ftgc 
One of the Saturday Post in two stories above 
'the fold, complete with police mug shots of 
the kids in Tallahassee. 

“Officials Describe ‘Cull Rituals’ in Child 
Abuse Case," one Post stoiy was headlioed. 
‘Xlustoms officials said they were looking into 
whether a child pornography operation w:as 
being conducted,” the article said. Adding to 
the intrigue, Post reporters noted that 
of naked children were “visible tluough a bag 
carried from the warehouse” during the raid. 

(In TV footage of the raid, one of the article’s 
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lulhors can be seen scribbling madly as she 
peers Uirough a iam-packed pUsiic bag a cop 
hauls away.) 

The Miami HeralTs One story quoted 
Oflker Scott Hunt, ‘‘It is our belief these kids 
were not kidnapp«i but that their ;^nls 
gave them away, because one of the riles of 
passage into this Satanic organization is that 
you have to give up your rights to your child- 
ren, and that the leaden of this organizadon 
can do what they want to with your children." 

In the Tallahassee Dmocrafs Page One 
story, Hunt was quoted, "As far as we’re coo- 
oen^, this goe &om coast to coast and from 
Canada to Matico....Thcre is no doubt in our . 
'mind that this will have at least national, if 
. not intcinational, repercussions.” 

The FBI had join^ the case to look into the 
"transportation of children across state lines 
for immoral purposes or kidnapping.” U.S. 
Customs was contributing its saianism and 
pornogra^y expertise. Intcrpt^ was investi- 
gating a tip about HotweU. ' . .. 

The Tallahassee Police Department was 
awash in the media flood. "I had 75 reporters 
waiting for me in the lobby,” says Hunt *.‘We 
log^ 450 telephone calls to me in two days. 
They were brining in overtime people, to hdp 
take messages.” Hundreds of c^s were from 
parents claiming the children. Canv^ing the 
na^ for the'ldds’ parents were the National - 
'Center for Existed (Children/ die Florida 
Department of Law Eoforoement, Child Fmd, 
Children’s Qearmg House, the National Child 
Safety Council, and the National Association . 
of Misring ChBdren. A^ide from a .bomb 
threat.pboi^ to the hor^ holding the kids, ' 
..they were pl^sacalfy. safe » could^ 


•t- lelBr da»mcd“he owned'the raided 
Glover iSirk home and the Nivih<^ ware- 
house, dosed by saying he considered Uk* ar- 
rests and nuds "muukes." Not viulatioas of 
dvil liberties. Not a humiliating pain in the 
ass. Not a wholly unncccssar>* bureaucratic 
fuck-up. Mistakes, that’s alt. His memo in- 
cluded his phone number and an offer to help 
in any way he could. 

Reporters and police never puked a hole in- 
Terrell’s esm-toned and cordial letter. From 
Berea, Kentucky, the Rev. Jim VC’yker con- 
firmed that the men and children had sta>Td 
with him for a week in Janariy*. The 86->Tar- 
old retired non-denominaiional minister was a 
rock-solid source. He told the Louisville Cour- 
ier-Joumal he met the Finders at a ‘‘meeting 
of commune proponents" a few years before. 
That past November, he told them about his 
. New Hope plans, and January 9 they peeped 
in to hdp. "The only thing wc discussed was 
the lan^ and the buflding aivd children’s cen- 
ter” he sud. "I’m not trying to uphold the 


Kids.’” .^|r 

The Sunday Vllaihingtan Pmt ran two Piage 
One stories on the Finders, ooc headlined 
“Cult Member Defends 2 Men in Child 
Abase Case." 

“Wc are all in a state right now where we 
are afraid. Wc’vc been made almost dysfunc- 
tional by the reports," Terrell told the /bsr in 
what the paper called a lengthy telephone in- 
terview. Terrell described the “WtKxl let ting 
ritual" as the slaughter of two goats kept on a 
farm in Virginia. The goats had been killed 
for food, he said, and the kids had watched 
the slaughter as an educational experience. 

The Post’s conversation with Terrell came 
shortly after police raided five Finders’ prop- 
erties in two small Virginia towns near Old 
Rag Mountain, Etian and Nethcre. Again, the 
Post satisfied the readers’ longing to peer be- 
hind the curtain— no matter whit might be 
tfaerc. "The door of one cabin was open yes- 
terday, revealing Urge amounts ci food, cloth- 
ing, sleeping b^, books and pamphlets from 


L%^%kattuday 
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' juvenile ct&'lud^, “the EB!/^ 

Dan Rather, and tfic tPashmgum Post. Widi 
'/stab at wit and humor, dse Finders* trad^ 
mark, Terrell beaded the memo "SUBJECT: - 
InvcstigaxiTe Leads.” ^ ■ 

‘^"This memo is reqiectfu^ oETered in^z; 

tint k win dear tq> some misundetstam- ‘ 
(Eng cotKenung the current ‘missing duldren*^' 
. case reedving so nnicfa media coverage,” lx • 
wrote. Tentn caqslained that in eai^y JaiWy, ^ . 
Ammertnan, t 'Uiidsc^ gardener, and Scan- 
ley Berns, an ardutect,'had taken, the seven ' 
cUldien to Berea, Kentncky, to bdp the Rev. 
Jim Wy^ build a retirement community 
caOed N(iw Hope. Terrdl gave the name and . 
phone number of a Berea couf^ who helped 
care for the kids during their visit, -and said 
the pUn had been to enroll dxm in the cou- 
Montesoni sebod vdiile the community 
was being built. ^ 

Because the Rev. Wyka was not ‘ready to ' 
break ground for New Hope, wrote Tcnell, 
"the men took tbe.childrra on a vacttkxV • 
canqxng tr^ to the wanner climate of Florida . 
with ^ fuD ^(^pUnsc and lyjproval of the 
cbildien’s mothm.” Terrell wrote dtat be 
drove to Florida with Holwdl, computer pro- ’ | 
grammers Christian Hczbst and Thomas R. ' 
Van Deusen, and Robert M. Meyer. Herbst, 
noted Terrell, has a. Harvard \LA., while 
Meyer “is a Ftinccton ^ Oxford M.A.” 

“When wc were satisfied that the six child- 
ren (were] safdy in the hands of five c^xble 
adults, Mr. Mc^ and Mcft Florida.” On fee 
day die arrest, Kolwell and Ammennan 
the kids CO the park while the three other 
men looked for "accommodaooQs.” 

"The motixrs had fiiDy authorized these 
men, in writing, to care for their children and 
e xpres se d full confidence in them,” wrote Ter- 
rell, referring to the authorization letters in 
the van’s ^kwe compartment. “All of the 
mothers are now in Sm Francisco working in 
business offices, earning money to help pay 
for *Ncw Hope.* ” 


a white van trav- '' ‘ 

w^'die blue van. Several state police- 
bad era bm put -on the lookout for the - 
white van.. • - ^ , 

-rOb^^unday^.a collet stiKlent and part-time 
... TalUha^ee/^Pblice Department xnqiloyee'’ 
r a TRS-S) cooqjuier be- 

found*^lQCfoe;p^^aoaroe.toId me the studenti -j 
-broui^:tiie:ji5ont^^ an on Thursd^T but-'-: 

' th^ dxix>&ce-irimt^ to ns'fiks for a'', 

'few d^.) Filo.oQ tile oxeputer inriuded a- 
report •from.tbe three men Tenril mentioQed 
in-his memo, FUibst, Van Deusen, aid Hiey— " 
.cr. "/rl ^ 

This ttk> bad left Holwdl and A mm er roan ' 
at amu Wedixsday morning. "They were 
dreskd in suits and ties, the van had been 
: . ckancd’up,' and the kids had been dressed in 
^ dean dotb^ they had a !a^ amount, of pro- 
duce wrrti ti^, and the 1^ bad abrcal^st ' . 
buffet before th^ left,” tix confiscated r^wet 
reads. Holweli and Ammerroan 'were stm* 
posed to link iqi with the men via tbeirdec- 
jronic mailbox. Unt3 they read SS’s report the 
next morning, the three men had no idea 
where Hdwdl and Ammennan had goix.^ 
'SS’s report didn’t send them into a psnkf 
tiiough: One spent the day earning a few dol- 
lars hcIpiog‘."a cripple,” while the other two ^ 
researched an article about desktop publzshing 
. at Tallahassee’s Florida State University ti-‘ 
bmy. 

Oto files in the TRS-80' included a itpon 
from a member woridng in Hong Kong and a 
‘ tiiort note from M£^, Marion D. Pettie, to 
the "Kids Game.” Dated 5 ajn. Tuesday 
morning, h reads, "If authoritarians a p pro a c h 
again, say that you are on the way to Mexico 
‘ to rian a schorl and that you are authorized 
by the mothers to do tins. 

"It feds tike a hostile act when kids are 
found not to be in school. If they ask tdl 
about thdr degrees, phis a few that they don’t 
have. Announce that you are going to ca9 the 
school: ‘Harvard University for Bii^t 


.paira uf^v. 
wifli box-^. 

.-es.of diapcrs,^% V V'v - ' . • ‘ ' 

average induded juicy tidbits xn 
paragraph 16 of-ooe of the stories. According' 
.m a;]U,S.\^Ot^)ins, ^kdma^^ Xgencs vtiao / 
.;a|w.pfn^^t;azi^4^;^ D^C. saad soak- / 
/cf ^tcQ^j^ipeareti:^ betweea ' 

.^>a&dts andtk^/T]^ a{^iear^ bahneed wk^^ 
- -jiiJD.C 'Tdicr^abt]^; biffing tiiq pienun "do 
/more ^xxnogr^d:^ jhan stint you find ra * 
^jbur.tvdage horned* .'Lster in tte story^ a 
source-cemfided that the D.C 
,/t»ds £dn*t'xuih up "anything a n yw here .” 

/ 'b^.twxitaqwte investigations going 
..(».' Ours and ^ mdJia’s,” axys Tallahassee 
Tpdice’s Lt.^ Jo Anri Van Meter, who stmer- 
' tised tix b^nmng of investigacioo. 

-.'‘T-xfoyer' expected the media attention I 
Tallahassee qxdusnan Hunt. 
/Wever. lha^s.tiie-pcoblem..yoa have wnh , 
'mnltip^ jmisdictKxis: The media was playing 
off dl of os ^ mddng It a tugger story.” 

O n Mexiday, Day 6 of the Finders Crisis, 
Washington Metropofltan Iblice began 
to tiink away frcun tire case. 

The day befo^ D.C. Detectives Jhn Brad- 
ley and Eric Whzig had interrogated the Idds 
in ’Mahassec. Bradley, who had requested 
the D.C. seardi warrants, said his risk to Tal- 
lahassee was prompted by three separate ac- 
counts (ri the Glover Psuk house’s basement. 
Exactly what he was for in Tallahassee 

escaped Investigator Weigand, who wrote in 
her r^xm for that day, "He indicated that 
there may have been a hole dug n the walls 
or -the fkxir bf the ^sement, for unknown 
rcasoQS.” Judging from the Tdbhassee re- 
ports, the D.C detectives trip to Florida was 
a waste. They didn’t learn much more titan 
Mary could count to 10 in Chincae. 

"The chief in D.C. sent up a hue and a ay 
in the beginning," says Tallahassee’s Lt. Van 
Meter, tbm wh» his guys (Edn’t come 
up whh anything, he hacked away” 


"By Monday, WaNhmgtnn’s out ^of this, 
ihjpy’rc shuttu^ down " recalls Lt. Van Meter. 
“We’tri getting ‘callj from the chief in D.C. 
telling our chief, ‘Wc don’t have amihing. 
Bye.’ " 

Monday was sIm the day lallahasNce got 
first wind of .Marion Pcitic’s whereabntts. 

Lt. Lee Han of the Culpeper (Virginia^ IV 
lice Depanmem informed Tallahassee that he 
had a contact with the Finders. Hart said this 
contact toW him Peitic put out the wxvd for 
members to flee and hide, and I*cii»c would 
probably go to Andrews Air Force Base and 
catch a military plane flight to China. This 
was plausible: Petite, a retired Air Force mas- I 
ter sergeant, had the right to free, stand-by 
military tranqx)rt« 

Monday abo saw a visit to the Washington, 
D.C., Field Oflicc of the FBI by one ol' the 
Finders mothers' and the three men from the 
white van. 

An FBI report of the interviews gives the 
impression tiai Herbst,- Van Deu^, and 
Meyer had remained calm until they read the 
newspaper accounts on Friday morning, Rb- 
ruary 6ih. "fnh^ realized they were being 
portrayed as child abusers and satanists. 
Frightened, the three decided to return to 
WDC and figure out what to do.” 

In Mooday’s/lFariim^ Post, Terrell ex- 
pUined tim men’s silence and passivi^ 

(" ‘Finders’ Member Labels Arrests ‘All a Big 
Mistake.’ ”). Shortly before the Tallahassee ar- 
rt^ they had been stopped by police in Mar- 
ioii County, Florida, and that inddem com- 
Nncti with 10 years of being hassled by D.C. 
cops convinced the men that it would be bet- 
ter tq deal with a judge than unreasonable po- 

'‘Anotiier'Fbdcrs mother called the Tallahas- 
see Pol^ Monday and asked whether the - . 
mothers- wottkl, be arrested if tiu^ came to 
daim.tbcir kids. couldn’t give the moth- 
, ^tiieguaranree tiiat th^ woukirit bearrest- 
says Ll Yui Meter'. The mother agreed 
. to call badt the' next day. . . Av 

and seri witfr 'tiuMrenit. 

. ihe F^iqmsati^': 

. VAlI to^<oiaptoe.conridence'm tfiriabQitybf "" 
’ any ' to care 'ftw-’the ch3d- ' 

*' do not in any way, shape or form 

practice ‘atamsm,* and all are eager for the 
return <rf their children. Everyone intervievved 
agreed to be polygraphed by the FBI should 

• tbeo)^ arist”,Two more mothers were to be 
/s^rviewed die next day, the report explains, 

-aod tefta that the mothm were planning to 
:He^to.liaiahassee.- 

"(We] hrine not tmorvered any indication <ri 
viola^n of a fod^ statue,” tR report coo- 
, jriuda. - 

"Wc pi^ much tied up the case,” In- 

• vestigator Wqgsnd says. 

By Tuesd^, the Post had consigned the 
Hnders stocy to the Metro section— "D.C. 
Police: Fmdm Odd, Not Criminal.” 

That nighti Terrdl invited reporters into the 
Rnders* warehouse for an imerview. String 
wnth his back m the cameras, a Ronald Rea- 
gan mask cowering the hind part of his head, 
be eiq>l^ued that the moihm hadn't come 
forward beexoae they were wailing out the 
storm. 

Terrell also aold reporters that he was “play- 
ing the role of Otin^ K. Plato.” 

T aJla h .^ssee Rtkc spokesman Hum was 
flabbergasted. *Why are wc doing this joust- 
ing m the medn? I believe Mr. TerreU could 
go a long way in efoaring this case if he pro- 
duces the tnoebers cf these children as be says 
he can,” be sold the Tallahassee Democrat on 
Tuesday. , 

"Up til] that point, people said the ol* polioe 
department did some pretty dumb things,” 
recalls Investi^or Rick Huffman, who inher- 
ited the case from Vtdgand when she tefr for 
vacation. ‘Thca there’s this dovra on TV say- 
ing all these stupid thihgs. People started say- 
ing that’s too smpid to be any kind of a cult. 

In Tallahassoe, k turned out that this whole 
thing was bciag peredved as a joke.” 

Though VH^pnd bdieved the case was 
up Tuesday, she still wondered why 
the roothen had not hightailed k down to Tal- 
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lajmscc ihc day they learned of ihc «rr«i. 

"Seems to me that people who haw neve 
done anything wrong .have nothing to fear,’ 
says Weigand. "What were ihev hiding? If i 
vwre me, I’d blindly go get my ^d.” 

S ex, confusion, small-mindedness, fear, 
the press, and the enigmatic Finders 
kept iolli^ the Rnders ease back to life, 
HRS recruited Chicago psydwlogist Dr. 
Nahman Greenberg to tackle the question cd 
sexual abuse. Known for his sex-abuse work 
in the Manhattan Beach, California, preschool 
c^, Greenberg held a series of intciviews 
with the kids. His conclusion: the evidence 
was inconclusive. 

* The tangle of law-enforcement outfits work- 
ing the ease continued to confuse crayonc. 

"A couple of officers in D.C. used our ar- 
rest as an excuse to go into the warehouse,” 
says a Tallahassee officer who asked for ano- 
nymity. **Thcy were obsessed with dfis group* 
and wanted access.” ' 

Larry Kahancr, a D.C. journalist and au- 
thor of the current book, Cuht That CT, 
spoke with police about the Hoden while re- 
scarehing his book. (The Finders are not 
mentiooed in his book, nor does be das^ 
them as a cult that kills.) ,*• * ' 

“Ftndcrs were operating here foir 25 years,” 
says Kahancr, *^and as as I know, law en- 
forcement, had nothing on them. I think that 
was a very embarrassing thing'. Not that they 
got caught with their pants down-but they 
were at least half-way down.” 

Investigator Huffman is dbe only.TltSijjassee 



: battling over 
“It became a 
one agency to 
TIRS'and the' 
let. ^ of it. 

io.iC^Wc 
oerMcir-- 


and takes his : 


«pplc pic on the oiIkt. To him, ihcv were In*- 
ing wrung and living K-hI. The HRS case- 
uvrker came olTlike that, 

Shmy VC alkcr. the avsiMani siaic’.s aitornev 
first avsigncvi to the luwnilc ease. step|xd 
down hwause .'ihe K'licved her olfice was 
■ "pmiecling luir own immils on this gniup.*"' 
Walker, who i\ nintnng for state senate, 
d(x»n’i bad miHJih VC'illic Meggs. She thinks 
he W 2 S doing his job as an elected olficial. 

"Tallahassee is x-cn- oon.servativc. Anvihing 
not Souihcm Baptist is fearful to people. In 
this conservative environment, it looked like 
the mothers were unfit. VC^c bdievT that kids 
should get three meals, clean clothes, and be 
put to bed at a decent hour. In this area, 
women are the primary caretakers. Mr. Meggs 
w*as dected by this same conservative group,” 
VTalkcr sa^. , ~ 

Meggs did have 'Verj* deep fedings” about 
this ease. Walker allows. “When you have 
such deep feeling about vdiai you think is 
right and wr^, it docs slow things up. A le- 
gal decision is not the same as a moral ded- 
sion.” 

Willie Meggs, who displays a Holy Bible in 
his offi^, says he thinly the went on so 
long bdeau^ Hohrell and Ammerman refused 
to coopeme. “The defendants acted like 
horse’s tails,” he says. “Thev' were all secre- 
tive. If blame has to be placed anywhere it 
ought to be placed on these people.” 

M^gs says his office wanted to be “abso- 
lutdy sure” of the kids’ safety. “We weren’t 
just wiUing to let than go to these women 
who claimed to be their moihas.” 

Megp’ .office repeatedly offered pfca bar- 
& the Hotw^ and Ammerman cases, 
ui anything,” Meggs says, poini 

■Wank.. When h all boiled down, when you 
get down to the final analysis, I just wanted 
them to get out of Dodge.” 

^ Meggs stands 1^ his o^’s artions. “We all 
; Jaw » ioft-^ foe lddC;hc -a cen^ 

* Jy pope drat the cilizenxy would d$ to 
.-fid to die bottom oif a case lilae this, The'ooly 
is di«.vre;coqld kne Hone our 
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invcsiigauon without the press/ 

Nearly everyone who tango^ with the 
Finden affair slagged the media — induding 
the media— and blamed them for. protracting 
the cases. Some anacks wc«» of course, “kill 
the messenger.” Others whipjxni reponets for 
all the ri^i reasons. Some were more in- 
tiospecu\x complaints. Others lamented the 
constraints of latc>20ih century ioumalism, 
where it’s the McMcdium, not the message. 

“This became a big story because the press 
made it a big deal,” Scott Hunt say*. Hunt, 
who took £1^ for aniKHincing sest^ abuse 
and sata n x sm in the case, is red in^tbe ike 
iw. “How do ypu think LgoC tfahinfberoa* 
tioo? By osmosis? Somebody told mcT* 

One report that especiaJiy irks Hum was. 
or^mated by WUSA and rdmudeast by the 
*ndlabassee CBS affiliate. “They pre^ioed the 
story, ‘Fact: Tallahassee Fdice pepartmeot 
has toiched this investigadoo,* ” says Hunt 
The local station invited Hunt to‘ die studio to 
rebut. . 

went live oa the ur and called the D.C.. 
afSiatt *a bunch of liars,” he says with satis>' 
Action. “I didn’t bare any horses. I let the' 
CBS afiHiate have it right between the ^es.” 

Ri(^ Kuffinan doesn’t Id Hunt or otbm in 
his .department off so easily. Part of the prob*- 
km, he says, is that the .Tallahassee Police* 
Department wasn’t used to ’natiooal attemiazu 
“We had Connie Chung caH. m up,” ic re- 
members. “Our old PIO .^blic i^ormatitm 
ofiScer— Hunt] b ik^^ptng his gills all over the 
department.” . . ' ^ V' 

According to Huffman, Hunt said, “Hus is 
it folks! 'n^ is my day! Conme Chungfis gor 
ing to interview toe,” . , 

■••Hufifaian, who didn’t ^vc iny mtOTcws'' 


over the case, says pubbciiy 
meant power-money* promotion to some on 
the staff. Others, he says, like Hunt, had pur- 
er rnomts. “They were like, wow, wc may be 
the impcnis to bring down pedophilia all over 
the world. Wc’fc the snowball at the top of 
the mooitain. Maybe wc can do some go^.” 
But Huffman didn't believe this was a edible 
case. 

“They bad no experience dealing with a case 
of this sensitivity,” Huffman says. "They 
were passing along circumstantial evidence to 
the m^" 

Huffhan was partioiUrly rankled by the al- 
Icgaiioosef sexu^ abuse. 

"I told them, You people are dealing with 
fire. For you to mention possible sexual bat- 
tery to the media, they don’t hear ‘possible.* 
You are proposing the idea. This is where the 
mcxpcricacc hurt them. They should have 
pexsonaSygooe to the doctor and had « good 
to find out bow far wc were going 
to go with this. If die doaor said we had se> 
men staics on the giii, du 7 diould have 
■asked, did ^ a little? A lot? 
Where daf you God k? If it was inskk the va- 
giiu h worid be dififeient than on tk foot. * 

“I just dmk wc jumped to oondusions.”' ' 
Thc'on&arily toothless Post ombudsman, 
Jos^ Lamo, was critical of his paper^s Find-* 
ext coverage. He chomped into his colleagues. 
“The nctrs stones were laced with'unnamed 
sources; iaouendq abounded,” be wrote. 
“Rets was in short supjdy, but space in The 
PoslwasnV’ - 

In the Waskingion JoumaHsm Rebiew^t Find-* 
CIS critiqac, the news director of WROTV 
was asked ^Jiis rqiocters wcrc,too\^uicJc to 
'trust the aothoriti^. d^re.^iia^ 

• your source^” besald, “and as |o^ as ^Sou re^' 

port it as such you’re reporting ' a" hews* 
stoiy...J ‘aem, we’re Dot an ^ investigative. 
agency...]XVrc- journalists. polkefdid. 

Jump tbe-gsto, I don’t know; Tb^ dungs- 
.tend to loakVe^ differmt.in hind^l.’J.^.j't, 

* Getting Sets stiai^t is rough, tk I slkwcd 
p.in a fkce «C Fizidcii press cmki^I 
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She thinks she’s . 
found the perfect diet 
The perfect to- ' 
control her wd^t 
Shemayeatveiy 
little Almost nothing. • 
Nearly starwng herself 
at every meal. 

Or; she may eat huge 
amounts of food. Then 
pui^e And start all 
over again. 

Either way she’s in 
trouble The diet she 
thinks is controlling ' 
her weight is really 
controlling her. And 


- Disorders Progrki a comprehensive 

for people like her. progr^ of therapy 

V Anorejdcs arid bulimics educatioii and nutri- 
, whose diets have be-. tion training, they ■ 



foe strain itputs on ; 
her heart and body - . 

even be killing 
het 

At foe Washington 
Ho^ital Center; we’ve 
de^^ed our Eating 


come life-threatening 
fobsessioris. 

: Maiiy of them have 
tried ofoer programs 
without success. They 
come to us with one 
l^t hope. Our pro- 
f^sional, caring • ’ 
staff iriembers hdp 
them find foe real 
causes behind foe 


find healfoier w^ 
to conquer foeir 
problems. . 

If you or someone 
you know is obsessed 
with food, weight or 
dieting, call us at 
202 - 829 - 2026 . 

Obsessive dieting 
can be a real killer;. 
And you can stop it 




Throu^ Washington HosiMal Center 

Eating Disorders Program 
no living SU Vifishinglon. D.C, 20010 
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“WelK nibchcnr^Msaki. 

**No( on my account I hope ” Usdin said. 
There was more sincerity than sternness in his 
voice. 

He look out a. reporter’s notebook and asked 
me fur my phone numbers. 

**You already have them," I said. 

“Oh yes," he answ-ered. “'Wdl, I kx)k for- 
ward to making this work." That was the last 
I saw of Usdin for a month. 

Ox-cr the weekend of July 16, the Finders^ 
hand-delivered an envelope to City PapeT^ of- 
fice. Inside was a photocopied note that reads: j 

TO:JONCX)HEN 

FR: M.D. {last name inked out] 

' RE; FINDERS 
DT: 17 JULY 1988 

If you want to do an in-dqith study of 
the Finders, it would be best to do an 
in-deptb study of the Troubadours, 
tfouvcrcs, and similar moveincnti,-or 
you won’t understand what we’re talk- ^ 
ingabouL . ' ' 

The Finders often use the Bruydopedi^ Bfi^ . 
Unmea as a source book. The 1987 edhion of 
the Briutrmka describes troubadours and irou- 
veres JS dosdy rdated lyric po«-rausicians 
who traipsed through France, Sp^ apd .Italy . 
in the 12th and I3th centuries. Adored by die ' 
'courts, their verse typically expkwal love.;* 
Thor poetry also set ui> lyrical conversat^* 
about “maticn oi a rdigioos,"m«^l^rs«l, or 
sathical character.” , / *' - 

• The word troubaddur, notes J9ata»nioa,'*^i 
’ * Frendi form derived fiom the Ocatamiad^.. 
‘to £W,‘ *to tIlveat^” , . ' 



m Radea Kwpcrt: Ike wsfa «wd tw*r TaJUhmee officere k tea Vm 


On July 19, I left another message on fee 
warehouse answering machine. Later that day, 

I Kristin Knauth, wb^ son Bea Franklin was 
-hdd in Tallahassee, called me back, 

“Two people are in Adanu covering the 
' conventioa, two are in Japan, and one had to 
" go to San Frandsco on an emergency,” 
Knauth said.. "Can we meet later?" 

On July 26 j I called the warehouse yet again 
and adeed for Sieve Usdin. - 
- V Bob Meyer answered and said l^din wasn’t 
. there..-&^ Meyer was .the fim penoo I.; 
. ^x>ke wi^'t mwth hefoc^ J asked him vdm 
it was going to take to »rn^ ah interview. 

“Is there .a thne dat’s best fcr you?f he , 
- asked. “f* •; . ^ • 

^ 1 told him schedule ^ Ic assured me/; 
he’ddo’whai he could. ' ' 

Two days:i^, Kristin Knau& called me. 
rWe 'have an tnfonnatioo gift .lor you" . 


Knauth said. She bvited me to pick it up at 
the Clover ftrk house, 

“Can we meet for an mterview?’’ I asked, 
“After you read this, you’ll probably have 
more tjiiestions,” she said. 

When' I arrived at die Glover Park house, 
Knauth led me to a lounge that has a worid 
map coverii^ one wall and nude me a cup of 
tea. She was kind eaoi^, suikii^ me as 
more nervous than She reminded , 

me of an actress doing m jmptojnsatioa whd 
was trying a Irttie too hard m mrintam a char- . 
acw. ‘ " 

1 was nervous, hxi. In ah ^imess, I was . 
: also in -characrer and trying hard to maintain 
"ft. From my readir^ and dralmgs with gnxg>^ 
Vmcifiber^ I knew ^ ^ , 

■ ’view roe wT intai&d to mrervicwlicr. 'Aty . 
god was;to xegulatpw^ j not to bl athtf ; 

^<a tq'eSsc t .y 


S *n6tfr,*iD&id,**totiivesst’,”. ' . ' ^ | rWc 'have 'an infonnatioo gift .fcr you" 4 


[ I took out^t s^sek of pajxen fn>m a pack^ 
shc^ handed mc.tmy infonnaUiMt gift. lire lira 
page cracked me up: 

To Cohen 

Fr M.D. {“Student" is scratched out] 

Dt 20 July 1988 
Re Mutu^ Benefit 

Enclosed are some information gifts. 1 
am planning to do an inslcpth study of 
Jon Cohen, his associates and .his rela- 
tives. How do you suggest I go about 


I told Knamh I didn’t think they needed my 
help to do an inkiepth study of me, in-dcpih ‘ 
studies being their speciality. I quickly fiipp<d 
through the other papers as we chatted. Along 
, with what are essentially book reports, there 
was a smattering of dcctronk mail dispatches 
from members working in japm, at the Dem- 
ocratic National Convention in Atlanta, and 
San Frandsco. A blurb in one of the group 
memos au^i my eye: 

“On participatory journalism: 1 have heard 
it mentioned in conjunction with 'New Jour- 
nalism* of the Tom Wolfc/Hunter Thompson 
vaireiy (sic] where the journalist becomes an 
• actor in the drama he or she is reporting on. 
But what the student means by it is hard to 
say— maybe one tenet is Mao’s ‘No invtstiga- ^ 
lion, no right to speak’ so I’ll quit guessing." 

I Knauth proceeded to win the upps’ hmd in 
the interview game, offering no infomutioo 
yet still gening me to talk. 

Before I left, I tdd her I was runni^ out of 
time and if they wanted to speak with me h 
would have to be sooner ratherThan later. She 
said Usdin would be the best oat to speak 
with me and. that he*d he bade from San 
' Francisco'in a few days,- ' 

^ “Ifc’s wdeo^ ^ ^ 

J 'at the door. ! ' . • 

“You already pye him -the number?” die 

^,MsakI/'‘^teh3sa.” 

’^*1. V ^ " av* K%. ^ X < - 


* V* l' * ' " “ L- A*' . ; - * ’-1 • ' ' ' “ 




Got A Passion 






K for pash^^^ 




' The^fcKldFan>omGart>apBa*p/iphotogtaphbyRayM5se»JModelKEVlNMASaJCA 

BRING IN ANY PAIR OF OLD SHOES AND RECEIVE 
15% OFF ANY FALL PAIR OF SHOES 

• •OtOSHOeSTOKCIVENTOCHARnY 


■07/fr Q^enettcf 

Capitol Hill 

237 Pennsylvania Ave SE • 546-6535 
Rockville 

1034 Rockville Pike • 294-0780 


SIZES 

Ladies': 2-1 3 
Men's: 6-13 

(Men's shoes sold in D.C. store only) 


Try Our New Thin Lenses! 

At Chevy Chase Opticians, xix^v^ot the fhhwcsi look around. 

' Oifr ifi’w» hi^h density lenses are up to 50 Vr thinner than regular 
^tass or plastic lenses. Designed especially for nearsi^^hted 
ziKmers and available in clear lenses or sunglasses, these lenses 
loill keep yon in the height of fashion. 

dievytliaseOpticians 

for disHncfwe eyewear 

CHEVY CHASE OPTICIANS U 900 19lh SL NW (entrance on Eye St.) 857-0330 
CHEVY CHASE OPTICIANS I 5454 Wisconsin Ave., The Barlow Building 657-8710 
COMING SOON - A NEW LOCATION IN MCLEAN! 
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EYEGLASSES ; SOFT CONTACTS 



CUSTOM EYES" I SOFT CONTACTS 


BIF0CAL8j» 

IndudingframeSiplSj 

. lenses and examl^i 

: -- ■== 

■ V '{Previous offers exdudetO 



MAKE YOUR BROWN EYES BLUE, GREEN, HAZEL... 

S A A Q Q ^ purchase of eye exam" P/evtous 

' offer excluded. Infra offer for 

DURASOFT " - ^ ^ ' nev/ pts, only, - Limit t pr. 


CALL NOW FOR A NO OBUGATION APPOINTMENT 


OUR NAME IS 



CONTACTS AND EYEGLASSES 


1000 16TH STREET, NW 

{Corner K & 16th Streets* 

■ rtoSHIN'GTON; DC : ■ 

(202)223-1050 


OPEN 

EVENINGS 

AND 

SATURDAYS 


CONGRESSIONAL PLAZA 

; 1675 Roctaiiie Pike 
' ■ ROCKVILLE. MD , ■ 

(301) 468-9000 


In Search of the 

FINDERS 


On Augmt 2* Steve Usdin cunc by my of- 
fice for the second time. 

"I’m here because our dccted leader for the 
day asked me to come down here " Usdin 
said. 

1 asked him if I could tape record the con- 
versation and he said I was wdcocne to» but 
he hadn’t come here to give an interview. 

"Then why arc you here?” 1 asked. 

“Two reasons. One, to tefi you that weH 
answer all your qucstioiB. TVio, we like you. 
We think you’re a kinc^ aotd. We thought 
there mi^t be somethins ^Ster we could do 
togetber." 

“Like what?” I asked. 

“I don’t know ” said Usdin. “Maybe start a 
paper tdgcdicr.” **' “■ — - - 

Usdin told roe duit he was a reporter, too, 
and dial be covered the Deroocratic Cemven- 
lion for a Japanese -TV station. <I Uicr 
chedeed this out and it was true.) We joked 
about the Tallahassee case a liglg- 

“Vou know that Poa story TVjBoc Say Find- 
ers Odd, Not Criminal’?” be asked. “I say, 
'Tblicc Criminal, Not Odd.” 

Then Usdin said dm be never understood 
why poto were going, after'dieffl for satan-- 
ism, saying he tboi^tl^.aBdnst devil wor- 
diipping were aboli^ad a&er the Salem witch ‘ 
bunt. . Vf . ’ . 

“Not diat Fm mro soanron,** be said. “Fm 
DO more interest m qianisin than ^ Dcro^ 
ocia^ Convents. Actually, Fro robie inter- 
^ csted in the DcroocnukCocwaiioei'bccaiacl . 
gei^focgoii^tb^*,^f * = ' 

. Usdin said be ',yb»;jdie 

^ ^3bow it a 


idioctwave'radkg^Wfcl^qtK^ 

^jBrac muh^Jkd^ 

the .entf ' l.oould 

iwak ^ 

* they’d answer my quesoc^’; " 1 ' 

“I don’t sec" Tdiy'DOt,” said'Usdm, “Ifc 
■ ^Jcaks to me and Fro a rqxwtff ” . 

“Fd also tike ko bev wlat you cEg m 
yourmvesdgatiooof.mc,”Isand. ^ ' ' 

Usdin smiW widc^.'*a^ybc wcTI write a 



W-KTc panvty by Old Rag Atountain. and 
"a sludeni'of the world.” In the laic 
’6(Keart>' 70s. IVttic Farm was kmvwn lor its 
free \vpinic meals and philoxjphical jxiw- 
wows on the from p^iah. Petiic’s !x>n toU the 
that his father began a new life irxHind 
1971 when he started a commune with his fol- 
lowers in (he Glover Pfirk house. 

Tixlay. members look much more yuppie 
than hippie, a turnabout that started in the 
early *805. Though they have changed with 
the times, they still don’t blend in. 

Thc>'ve turned heads in rural Culpeper, 
where they often show up at town meetings in 
business suits. John Davies, a Culpeper attor- 
ney who represented a former group member 
in a dixorce proceeding five years ago, says 
they ncrer say anything but always take notes. 

“From my perqjectivc, they can have a sig- 
nificam impact on a community like Culpe- 
per,” says Davies. “I think part of their goal 
is taking control of the local government.” As 
ex'ideoce, Davies says he knows of a stock- 
broker nmning for local office widi whom 
they tried to invest $25,000. And they’re al- 
ways rcseardiing townsproplc. 

The Finders have combed local real estate 
titles to »ce wbo owns what. and how much 
they owe, says Davies. He’s also noticed 
Finders men waUdng down the street in coats 
and tics and maiking notes on every bouse 
they pass. 

Davies says tre thinks there’s an old-fash- 
ioned modvatioo behind that ganv> playing: 
Dollars. “Basically, they’re do^ coUectivriy 
/ "what an individual Investor would do,” be 

In Wsshingmn, several people have posited 
diat die Finders gather information because 
. Acytrcspies. , . 

Danid Brandt, put together a data- ’ = 

bank of m trillgence dtations be scHs as sp^ 
BASE, s^'he'first met Steve Usrfin and ^ 

, llbc^ another: gro^ metnber^ in the summer 
*84. ^ipreadied me ’cause they saw 
t was.doipg^to Brandt *3 

posted a noteAoutitin an eatrandyiob- 
"kure journal called‘i8««.*^ > . ' ? 

Us(& and’ Uboss claimed diey repre s ented ' 
an outfit called Infmmation Bank and they 
^ve Brandt software in exchange for informa- 
^tioQ. “They were .very wdl-infonned about 
countenpying,” says Brandt. He met with 
diem sevnal times over the next year, visidQg 
the warehouse twice. , / 

”They*kq)t pax^pii«:me;&r infoemsiioo 
and I got suspidons,” says Bnmdt;\ 

' Brandt grew. itidr^‘«i^jicaoi»>^^ 

^ends told him odd tala about tb^tfeaSngs 
with die lofbnnation Bank. iteaHzii^ dK 
depth of the Information Bank’s tuiosriec^ of 
the left, be sent out a three-page memo to 
progressbe groi^ around D.C 
^ Dated KoycQdier.v 10,° 1986, the memo Is 
beaded “A &immary of What is Known 
About Some Very Strange People Wbo use 
Con^wters and S^ Out Progrtoivts so That 
They can ask a lot of Suspicious Questioos.” 

In addhiaa to Information Banl^ Brandt 
wrote, members said they were from Global 
Press Review, Hong Kong Bimness Today, 
and The Seekers. Members also approached 
Lou WolL a oo^ditor of Caoat Acim Itrfcr- 
maaon Bufinm, and he be^Kd Brandt check 
them ouL 

“There are sev^ diaiactcrisiics diat lend 
tbemsdyes to the interpretatioQ that this b an 
infonnatioo-gadiering front for a cult some 
son, Brandt wrote in hb summary, Twtn g 
that members m^ not be told the purpose 
behind thdr mbsxxrs. “The gube ^ comput- 
er coosultii^ b an ideal method of prying on 
the Left,” he condtxled. “It would lake about 
twenty seconds to copy an entire ma iling list 
from a hard dbk onto a floppy.” 

“If it’s a game, it’s pretty bizarrc,” says 
Brandt, wbo hasn't heard from the group in a 
few years. “It seems like there must be some 
sort of impetus behind it.” 

More than a year before the Taltaha^wr 
case. Rep. Robert Kastenmeier (D-Wb.) 
looked into the group at the^behest a coo- 
stimeni whose son had joined. Kastenmeier 
says he had a hurKh that they were tnteUi- 
gence linked, but when he took it to the 
House Imdiigcooc Committee he couldn’t get 
vcrificatioo. Kastenmcjcr’i office did learn 
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In Search of the 

FINDERS j 

dm W a badcgrouiNj m inaitaiy in^ 

^ According to FBI 

Rr^7 niti4!tgH irr • 

ybstt yeari* 

5^s deceased wjk wwfced fx ihe-'dA. 
That m audioc Urxy-iaanerp^iiJlid • 

has many sources m die FBI tad Vash^ 

M»opoUtan ft>lioe, .»y» he 'im told the c . 
radew oooe (fid d at a b as e iraiioig for the ' ' 
uA« 

' you have ID read anytfacjg - 

- dark aays KAttw.- ^The 

pot abtnt (be F!ixieEtB.iIitt-Acsr 

teto^pmowiihlnraifiinanea'i^ . 

T ag ah a ^ , ^^axhtdranbrosthem.^- 
Ii^h^bccnoneoftheirgainefJ*^,, ; ’ , 

Tallahassee JE\^ - 

knew aiq?dung-about ^ Fmden woekingfor ‘ 
M mtcfligence opetajbeC.Bia £6^ all 

gaud’s; "Nothing they are^nmiwd: wS ’ 
wxiJd suiprise me.” * T ' ' 


tfie croup wd Join Pad Md lUiy, 


■ ^ things arc of interest to 

mtrc, ^ he*s not able to caU coemtee 
^mes a he doesn*t have complete iofonna" 

OOQ. 

ptou doo\ la»w what game Pbttrc 
mpd.to tMnorrow. He already has hin 
' game in mind 

« 1 oo the mfonnaoon you*rc bringinc han 
now?*i. . » 

sounds Ox sfavish devodai, 
w^jfc cnl^ But uhhnatdy the hbeh 
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• • No Deposit - ' . ■ 

• No Credit Needed 

• Free Deiivery DC-MD-VA 
25 g No Long-Term Obligation 

CALL NOW 

7808 Georgia Ave, NW Irri*- r^l” 

- Washington^ DC.20012 723-6600 

Hottotca Espx dr^ot 

^ALVUST n, Knsem pAfot 


P aula Anoo nearfy jpiis tip her food 
bughing when I tdl her pe^ suggest 
the Finders may be spooks. * 

Atko and I arc eating at a restaiaam in ^ 
^a ha s s ec . She rcsciUed here after the juvenile 
court finally deemed her fit to raise Mary and ‘ 
^ Piul. ”Tbat*$ their modd, m pretend 
tbor^re C3A,” Arfoo, who w» in. the 
grw^ for S.yean and now worics as a book- 
keeper for a progiwsivc construction compa- 
ny. ^Wouldn’t it bean exciting lif^ 

This is one of foe few times in our many 
talks -that Paula calls the groep* “they.” 
Thou^ she left the Hnders more than a year 
ago,. it’s sdll “we this** and ‘Vc that.” She 
also still qjcaks lovingly—no, adoringly— of 
Petiie. 

“The rest of ns arc just dead bcaitea foe 
ears compared to him,” says Arico. 

Aiico has a ihe^ for why foe Fbcfcn'gath- 
er megabytes of information. “We wwt to be 
the best at everything, and you cm\ be the 
in anything if you don’t have information 
about what the best is,” she says. "So getting 
your informatioir-gathcring skills tegether is 
the first thing you have to do.” 

“But why compile a giant VWi VhoY* I 


> ««ngzng, rcm- 

- wnu^thMisdves, -drafting new “Coortau- 
^ rw rules— RTGIAD.'- ‘ 

* .^A toste of Finders oosmology.can be'found 

m lolw Rmfcs* novel The Magta, in which 
(conscious— get it?) bedaa- 
zies ^ protagonist with a tro^re of actrm/ 
*^odgame.” 

M one of The Maguf characters says, “fib 

foe godgarne we start ftom drc pcemirc foi b 

_ ^ ^_& ;figion; ja po iiaele fiaioo k 

., A"® liwd the godgune. "TIb 

bett t^ abrwt it for me is that I lived and 
*■ wmked wifo my best ftiends for eight years.” 

- hard to have that. And in a 

‘««yo« was committed to 
working ji out If you’ve ever had that ooe- 
r wifo another per^ 

^ s fort kng^am Icvd of comiiiitmcnt, I 
had that with 20 people.” 

“You really' trusted 20 people?” I ask. 
“Rx-foe time that I did,” she replies. *T got 
my ^ ^Ksned pretty quidcly m about forte 
weeks of Felxuary in 1987. But up until focn 
■yeah, I had imp&it trust, because we were afi 
committed to Pfettie’s dream. His dream was 
our dream.”; 

Cb;foe day of the arrest, Paula Arico was 
working temp fobs in San Francisco, sharing 
an ^xartment with a single mofoer not in the 
g-wp. It was part of a “women’s game” that 
im been underway since December 1986, and 

^ ^ having a Hast. Rr- a long time, foe 
wcH^ had wanted foe inen to do more cHld- 

reanng and it was finally happening. She was 

«« May and Wm Paul 

I can t describe foe feding for those kids,” 

SI ^ of foe 

tnbe. We arc a& fucked up. No amount of 
.game Playmg has managed to straighten us 
wt. .Some people have been in the group for 
20 years and arc still fudted up. It’s foe new 
gCDOTtion that’s going to bring the new age 

in. She fKXcs fort she doesn’t foink'peoplcfo 
foe poup arc any, more fucked up than non- 
Finders. 

Ari» didn’t get wind something was wroog 
until Friday morning. “I was getting ready to 





"-'i H f -s H A f e . 

0 f.T HI 

•FITP 



E X E R C I S E » S T U 0 I 0 

Announdng the exdtiog opening of the FIT PHYSIQUE EXERQSE 
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SHOES, APPAREL AND ACCESSORIES. 


MAJOR BRANDS. QUALITY SERVICE! 
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' go to work, and 1 goc a phone call from aoczie- 
' bo^ Yidio was^idling me that if Smart {SSJ 
had already called me and told me to go to 
Tallahassee that tfjoac ocden were reverted.** 

■ TTic persoG <2ctoY-htvc any c^her inSxmatioo. 

° Cai^yn Setid> Modner of B.B., was the only 

women’s game phser wbo 1^ a computer, 
and dte kept, hida and the othen 
•into the group, fhula called her and kamed 
zOefa.^ 

Then the modbers—Said^ Aiko, Knautb, 
Judy Evans, and fit Lmngpmx} — bt^ptn hcar- 

■ mg news rcjxirts. “By F^y afternoon wc 
were all in a tizzy,* says Arico. They finally 
contacted Petde m- Southern California and 
plaxmed a group oetting in San Frandsco for 
Saturday iu|^t. 

1 ask why they dkin’t call the Tallahassee 
Fhlice in intenm. “We had to make a 
group decision,** die says. 

Penie arrived at dusk and, as is thdr cus- 
tom, the women aassaged him to help him 
think. They carried out a traditional F^ers 
meeting, ekh perron speaking their mind, 
going round and round in a circle. Since the 
police had seized die computers from their 
D.C. homes; one of the group’s concerns was 
how to stay in touch. But the kids were Topic 
A. 

**This wasn’t the fcsi time (hat things had 
not gone right with the kids’ game and we 
were all. just really opset about that, that no- ' 


body l^ leuoed fcssems any other . 
Y trmes,*;^ says. ^ 

, - Bedk*g Tour home is in D.C., not 
I'. Tallahas^ t^vhadc .to D.'C.'and let your. 

’ presence be known, 
f' Th^ took his SKJvicc. '* 

Bade in D.C. Sunday night, the women — 
the allied satan-worshipping-kidiupping- 
I brainwashed poroographcrt^crc greeted by 
repoftert camped on thdr porches. 

Rnie’s game call w^ to let the FBI call the 
game. The possibility of kidnapp(ng„(be bu- 
reau said, took precedence over the misde- 
meanor child ab^ charges. One agent ad- 
vised they immediaidy to Florida and 
hire a gex^ attorney. 

When the mothers called Scott Hunt at the 
Tallahassee . Balice Department on Monday 
evening they couldn't get throu^. 

“Carolyn’s on the* p^rone saying she’s 
mother and met.t^ snorts and giggles,” 
recalls Anco. “She’s the 200th caller claiming 
these beautiful children.” They finally spoke 
to Tallahassee Police, but Hunt still told the 
media they had yet to hear from the mothers. 
“I’ll never forgive him for that,” says Arico. ‘ 

After finishing their last FBI imcrvtew on 
Wedrtesday, the women hit the road for Talla- 
hassee. By Friday, they wdc sitting in their 
lawyer’s ofnee. 

“You haven’t lived until you’ve been em- 
ployed by the Finders,” says the attorney 
bir^ to represent them, Pmla Walborsky. 

, “They dect a new' leader each day. I could be 
hired or firtd two or three times in 24 hours. 
But I really got sucked in. I loved it. There 
: were great, sexy Conitjiuiional issues.” 

I On^hutional issues didn’t come into play 
I for weeks, though. It took until the next 
1 Thursday, I'n fart, for Walbortky to set up a 






coim-sanciioned, oiK-hour meeting between 
the mother and Wd$, 

The mother-and-child reunion took place at 
a park where a dozen HRS ofllcials showed 
up to watch. "We would not leave," says Ari- 
CO. “We told them that they would have to 
physically take the children away from us. We 
were not going to gel up and walk away from 
our children. 

"John Paul is in my arms and he’s saying, 
’But I want to go home with you.’ And I’m 
sa>'ing, ‘Well, I want you to ^ home with 
me, too.’ I just sat there with him crying my 
cy’cballs but, and he’s crying his eyeballs out, 
and they came and took him aw‘ay from n>c.’’ 

During the next few weeks, the Finders set* 
tied into the media saddle and displa>’cd what 
may be their finest wit and humor of the af* 
fiur. But it ultimately drove Arico and two 
other mothers from the group. * 

A memo amibuted to “M.D. Pettie" deliv- 
ered to the T al l ah a s see Democrai said he was 
resigning as leader of the Finders— a position 
he said be didn’t know he held. “I thought I 
was just a consultant on Wit and Humor," the 
memo said. “If I ever was the leader, I hereby 
resign xo devote myself full-time to Zca Walk- 
ing." 

The Finders also started publishing a news- 


letter, The DaUy Finder^ in which they an- 
nounced that they were all moving to Tallt- 
IU.SSCC. “The Finders are always looking for 
signs and s>'mbols," they wrote. “Since Febru- 
ary 4, Florida has been sending signals that 
they want to keep some Finders members, so 
now the rest arc coming." 

Another issue of The Daily Finder, “Come 
to Tallahassee," inrited friends to come join 
the drama and featured the song, “Old Taila- 
hasscc": 

Well I came to Tallahassee 
In a s-an so full of glee 
Tlwy put me in the jailhouse 
With a chain upon my knee 

You gel the idea. 

Before the trial, Ammerman and HoIwcU 
spoke freely with Walbotsky, who was assist- 
ed by scs'cral Finders men. “They all had 
handlebar musuches and dressed alike," Wal- 
borsky says. 

“I sent them to FSU library to get me 
books for the case to eocpiain their philosophy. 
Th^ came with books on psychok^, 
In^, American Indians,' Samoan tribes, 
Chinese phBosojAy.". 

Juvenile coun was' packed with on-lookos 


and media on the first day of the custody bat- 
tle. Witnesses Holwcll and Ammerman 
showed up in prison garb and shackles. ‘Talk 
about a circus," says Waiborsky. “We could 
have sold tickets." 

Right before the hearing, Waiborsky learned 
that the Finders men she had been working 
with had left lowm and were replaced by Steve 
Usdin. She also got the news that l^:tlic had 
put a gag order on Ammerman and Hohvdl 
and that she was going to be fired. 

"I said ooooh-kay. The First Amendment 
issues haven’t even been argued and they 
stand up and fire me " she says. 

In court Steve Usdin delivered a proclama- 
tion from Pbttie. Our interests and the state’s 
interests are the same, .he said, so we don’t 
need counsel. 

“Some people practice law 20 or 30 years 
and never gel fired on television,” Walbwsky 
jokes. 

Rjtiie’s strategy of nonresistance split the 
mothers. Knauth and Livingston gave' Wai- 
borsky the b<w, as instructed, whUc Arico, 
Evans, and Said retained her. 

Anco describes the behind-the-scenes drama 
of that nxmiing. 

Livingston had called Pettie. “She begged 
him to tell her what to do," says Arico. “He 


a 

said, ’Fire your attorney.’ If you called him 
and begged him and he told you to do it, you 
can’t say no. She was in agony. She really 
loves her son and she knew what would hap- 
pen the way I knew what would happen if I 
fired my attomc\'— it wouldn’t be in the best 
interest of the children." 

Arico undcrstMxi IVttic’s logic. If you’re in 
a confrontational situation, in some ways, 
you’re creating It. Do what Gandhi and Am- 
merman and Holwell and others have done 
when attacked: Don’t fight. 

On another level there were the teachings of 
Lao Tzu. Planning. StratQjv’. Tactics. Loyalty. 
“Those ideas are really the crux of the 
group," says Arico, “and they are what keep 
the group functioning at the high level that it 
does." Pettie wanted them to go before the 
judge aiKi tell him in unison that he could end 
all this right now, he could be the game call- 
er. “Think if you were a judge, and there 
were five women in your courtnxMn, and in 
all of your experiences with them you knew 
ih^t they really toved ihcir kids and were 
trying to do the right things," says Arico. 
“That’s the position Pettie wanted the judge 
^put in." 

Arico couldn’t accept Petrie’s advice. The 
group told me to choose between Petrie and 
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my kids. I chose my kids.** 

The hearing lasted until Wednesday. Wal- 
borsky hammered on the constinitional issues 
^ appealed to the judge’s experience. ‘This 
is a judge who has seen thous^s of juvenile 
cases/’ Walborsky says. “I toW him if the 
walls could talk they would cry. This wasn’t 


the real thing. Essratiafly that’s what be said 
in the end. He praised the cfTom to raise the 
kids correctly. He was only concerned about 
their educations.** 

John Paul, B.B., and Honeybee, the three 
youngest childr^, were returned to their 
mothers— Arico,‘ Said, and Evans. The judge 
didn’t free the older three because he wanted 
their mothers to demonstrate that they would 
adequately educate them. 

Arico agreed to cross every t and dot every 
i, and after two months of state supervision, 
she was given full custody of Mary. Livings- 
ton and Knauth’s children were put in foster 
homes, but the state finally relinquished cus- 


tody to the mothers that August. 

Hours after the Much case end- 

ed, the Ft^rs announced to the press that 
they had disbanded. It wasn't true, of course. 
But it did signal the end of Arico, Said, and 
Evans* membership m the group. 

Arico dies many personal reasons for leav- 
ing the group that have little to do with the 
Florida inddent. A few ycats before, she ays, 
“1 saw the writing on the wall, but I didn’t 
retd it.” 

She spoke with attorneys about suing the 
authorities and decided there were loo many 
obstacles. "I would hate had to put my child- 
ren into thcrap>' immediately to prove that 


they had traumatired. As far is I’m con- 
cer^, whaieSw trauma there was, The\’*w 
basically gvsitcn over it now.** Another hurdle 
would be proving wrongful intent. "E\w- 
ihing they did wtis within the limits of Uic 
law," she says. 

Arico*s final analysis of what went WTong: 
"You just can’t have a highly disdpUned life- 
style and have kids. You just can't. It just 
doesn’t work." 

f^lake no mistake, though..She loved being a 
Finder. Tt’s a very magnetic situation," she 
says. "But the mystery’s gone now, the whole 
mystique that nobody Imcw what we really 
did.” CP 
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September 16, 1993 


Chief Mel Tucker 
Tallahassee police Department 
SENT BY FAX 
904“89l-4204 


Dear chief Tucker; 

As an associate producer of CBS News/48 Hours, I would like to 
request that, under Florida Chapter 119, you make available all 
files and materials associated with your investigation into the 
Finders organization that took place in 1987. 

I will be in your city sometime in the middle of next 
would like to examine the records in person; if there is a 
copying fee, CBS News would reimburse you your costs. 

Tha 3 ik you for your hslp in “this matter ♦ 
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September 15, 1993 


Tallahassee Police Department 
Attention; Chief of Police 
234 East 7th Avenue 
Tallahassee FI., 32303 

Dear Chief Tucker, 

In furtherance of its legislative and oversight 
responsibilities under the rules of the House, the Committee 
on House Administration is conducting an investigation into an 
organization known as the "Finders". In order to examine the 
credibility of certain allegations against the Finders 
organization the Committee must obtain all relevant documentation. 


It has come to my attention that your office may have 
certain information which will further this investigation. 
Accordingly, I am requesting under Chapter 119 of the 
Florida Public Records Law that you provide the Committee with 
all reports in your possession concerning the organization 
known as the "Finders". 

Please address your response to I 

of my staff. Sho uld you have a nv further questions 

can be reached at| I 


With best wishes. 


S:mcerely , 



Charlie Rose 
Chairman 

Committee on House Administration 


3\c 11''^ 
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FBI 



TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 
[II Facsimile 
E AIRTEL 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 11/18/9 3 


PRECEDENCE: 
Q Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 


TO 


FROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
(ATTN: CID-VCU, SSA 


SAC, JACKSONVILLE ( 31C-WF-189911 ) (TRA) (RUC) 


SUBJECT : "FINDERS" GROUP; 

WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT - SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - 
PRELIMINARY INQUIRY; 

00: WMFO 
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Re WMFO teletype to the Bureau, dated 11/10/93. 

Enclosed forN«^dFoJ^re following items received from 
TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT Chief MELVIN TUCKER: 


1. Complete TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT case file 
concerning the FINDERS; 

2. A letter from Congressman CHARLIE ROSE to 
Tallahassee Police Chief MELVIN TUCKER, dated 9/15/93; 

3. Copy of a letter to Chief TUCKER from 48 HOURS, 
dated 9/16/93; 



4. A T ALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT memorandum to 

I 1 concern ing beln 

interviewed by a — - — ^ ' 


Chief TUCKER from| 

u . b . cubTUMb Agent concerning an FBlf 


the captioned matter; 


3 


2 - Bureau 

WMFO (Enc. p) 
1 - Jacksonville 
MMP/sdh 
(5) 






Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) (Time) 


Pei 
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5. Two memos purportedly authentic U.S. CUSTOMS' 
memos concerning the FINDERS case; and 

6. A copy of an article from the "city paper" 
concerning the FINDERS case. 


Alrsu eiidosea tor WMFO is a copy of ~?ac1c5^3iiv ±llB -* s ^ 

comp lete i nvesti.g aJ^iw^F i 1 ng -hhig -hr. -irir-l 11/^0 

c opies of the lA and IB sect ions-: — 

On 11/16/93, contact with Tallahassee Police Chief 
MEL TUCKER revealed that there was never any out sid e agency 
either in or outside the United States intelligence community 
who contacted anyone in his department with an attempt to 
influence in any way their investigation of the FINDERS GROUP. 

All evidence in the case that was obtained was either returned 
to its owners or otherwise destroyed. 

Chief TUCKER advised that he has been contacted by 
a number of individuals recently concerning the FINDERS case. 

One was Congressman CHARLIE ROSE, Chairman, Committee on House 
Administration, who both telephonically and in writing 
expressed an interest in the facts and circumstances 

surrounding the FINDERS case in Tallahassee __ElQrida- 

Additionally. Chief TUCKER was contacted hvl I 
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For the information of the Bureau, Tallahassee SSRA 


Taiianassee portion of the investigation, and also resolve 
whether there was any improper influence by any agency brought 
to bear on the TPD in the performance and reporting of their 
investigation. The bottom line was that the Tallahassee 
investigation was not impeded/ influenced in any way by any 
agency or improper considerations. 


Division. 


This matter is considered RUC by Jacksonville 
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On 11/10/93, the fo llowing names were searched in WMFO 
indices at the request of SSA| | FBIHQ, CID, VCU. be 

b7C 

Finders 

Finders Transnational 
Finders Transnational Ragged Mountain 
Womens Network Service 
General Scientifi c Corporation 


Isabelle Fettle 
Future Enterprises 

Attached to this insert are the results of this query. 
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□ NEG □ POS 


□ REGIONAL: □ NEG □ POS 

Searched by 


Date 

Searched by 

Date 


Place an "X" by the Field Office(s) to Query for Regional Searches. 


Northeast 

Mid-Atlantic 


Central 

Western 


1 

1 


□ Albuquerque 

□ Albany 

□ Atlanta □ New Orleans 

□ Buffalo □ Little Rock 

□ Anchorage 

□ Bern Switzerland 

□ Baltimore □ Norfolk 


□ Chicago □ Louisville 

□ Butte 

□ Bonn Germany 

□ Birmingham □ Quantico 


□ Cincinnati □ Milwaukee 

□ Honolulu 

□ Boston 

□ Charlotte □ Richmond 

□ Cleveland □ Minneapolis 

□ Las Vegas 

□ London England 

□ Jackson □ San Juan 


□ Dallas □ Oklahoma City 

□ Los Angeles 

□ Mexico City Mexico 

□ Jacksonville □ Savannah 

□ Denver □ Omaha 

□ Phoenix 

□ New York City 

□ Knoxville □ Tampa 


□ Detroit □ Pittsburgh 

□ Portland 

□ Newark 

□ Memphis □ Washington Field 

□ El Paso □ San Antonio 

□ Sacramento 

□ Paris France 

□ Miami □ All above 


□ Houston □ Springfield 

□ Salt Lake City 

□ Philadelphia 

□ Mobile 


□ Indianapolis □ St. Louis 

□ San Diego 

□ Rome Italy 



□ Kansas City □ All above 

□ San Francisco 

□ All above 




□ Seattle 





□ All above 


File & Serial Number 


Remarks 


- PCFN &Pos 

GENERAL INDICK^ 


□ Automat^a b-' 




Wft Ua 


fiScmuai Search 


File & Serial Number 


Remarks 


□ N e g - 


CQr 'r 




&Jt>j □Po^^_pNeg 






Consolidated by 


WR OPos □JNegU AX: 


RX: 

( r-j . 


Reviewed by 


Date’>--‘ ^ 


I - Identical 
N1 - Not identical 


File Review Symbols , . ^ot identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 





b6 

b7C 


□ Security References Only 


□ Main Criminal (if no Main, list all Criminal References) 


I3r 


llEG E3~PdS 




□ ISIS: 


□ NEG □ PCS 


Searched by Date i 

Searched by Date 




□ OCIS: □ NEG □ POS 

b" 

Lj t/oniii 

Search 



Date 

Searched by Date 

□ ELSUR Indices: □ NEG □ POS 

□ IIS: □ NEG □ POS 

Searched by Date 

Searched by Date 

□ FOIMS: □ NEG □ POS 

□ MICRO: □ NEG □ POS 

Searched by Date 

Searched by Date 

□ GLOBAL: □ NEG □ POS 

□ REGIONAL: □ NEG □ POS 

Searched by Date 

Searched by Date 


Northeast 

□ Albany 

□ Bern Switzerland 

□ Bonn Germany 

□ Boston 

□ London England 

□ Mexico City Mexico 

□ New York City 

□ Newark 

□ Paris France 

□ Philadelphia 

□ Rome Italy 

□ All above 


Place an "X" by the Field Office(s) to Query for Regional Searches. 

Mid-Atlantic Central 


□ Atlanta 

□ Baltimore 

□ Birmingham 

□ Charlotte 

□ Jackson 

□ Jacksonville 

□ Knoxville 

□ Memphis 

□ Miami 

□ Mobile 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


New Orleans 

Norfolk 

Quantico 

Richmond 

San Juan 

Savannah 

Tampa 

Washington Field 
All above 


File & Serial Number 








T? nr! I 









■IB i'-Gffiu’. 

tv. t;. " 




Consolidated by 


TT 


Remarks 




UCFN 


.GENERALI 


WF: B 


WF: 


CPU) 


□ Buffalo 

□ Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Dallas 
Denver 

□ Detroit 

□ El Paso 

□ Houston 

□ Indianapolis 

□ Kansas City 


□ Little Rock 

□ Louisville 

□ Milwaukee 

□ Minneapolis 

□ Oklahoma City 

□ Omaha 
Pittsburgh 
San Antonio 
Springfield 
St. Louis 


□ All above 


Western 

□ Albuquerque 

□ Anchorage 

□ Butte 

□ Honolulu 

□ Las Vegas 

□ Los Angeles 

□ Phoenix 

□ Portland 

□ Sacramento 

□ Salt Lake City 

□ San Diego 

□ San Francisco 

□ Seattle 

□ All above 


File & Serial Number 


Remarks 


□ Pos d.Neg. 


INDICES; 


□ ilutoiaauc Li ruxjn 


— tHr 


anudl SeQTph 




n V. m n ■■ 


- ^Neg 




'os □ Neg RSi □ Pos 


-oats- 


Reviewed by 


Date 


I - Identical 
Nl - Not identical 


File Review Symbols ?. identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 




Indices Search Slip 
FD-160 (Rev. 7-28*89) 


# 


To: Office Services Manager 




Date 




Requested by 


ulioh 5 


Ext. Squad: File No. Z , ^ , . 


RieTio" 


Subject 




Social Security Account # 


Aliases 


Address 


Birth Date 


Birth Place 


Race 


Sex 

□ Male 
O Female 


□ Exact Spelling 
QJ^II References 

□ Main Security Case Files Only 

□ Security References Only 


□ Main Criminal Case Files Only 

□ Criminal References Only 

n Main Security (If no Main, list all Security References) 

□ Main Criminal (if no Main, list ail Criminal References) 


□ Restrict Locality of 


b6 

b7C 





— ^ 


□ POS 

1C 

□ ISIS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 


1_J 


r 


Searched by 





Date 

Searched by 



Date 

□ 

Co 






□ OCIS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 









?>r . 





Searched by 




Date 

^ Searched by 



Date 

□ 

ELSUR Indices: 

□ neg 

□ POS 


□ IIS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 



Searched by 




Date 

Searched by 



Date 

~n 

FOIMS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 


□ MICRO: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 



Searched by 




Date 

Searched by 



Date 

□ 

GLOBAL: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 


□ REGIONAL: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 



Searched by 




Date 

Searched by 



Date 


Place an "X" by the Field Office(s) to Query for Regional Searches. 


Northeast 

□ Albany 

□ Bern Switzerland 

□ Bonn Germany 

□ Boston 

□ London England 

□ Mexico City Mexico 

□ New York City 

□ Newark 

□ Paris France 

□ Philadelphia 

□ Rome Italy 

□ All above 



Mid-Atlantic 



Centrai 



Western 









□ 

Albuquerque 

□ 

Atlanta 

□ 

New Orleans 

□ 

Buffalo 

□ 

Little Rock 

□ 

Anchorage 

□ 

Baltimore 

□ 

Norfolk 

□ 

Chicago 

□ 

Louisville 

□ 

Butte 

□ 

Birmingham 

□ 

Quantico 

□ 

Cincinnati 

□ 

Milwaukee 

□ 

Honolulu 

□ 

Charlotte 

□ 

Richmond 

□ 

Cleveland 

□ 

Minneapolis 

□ 

Las Vegas 

□ 

Jackson 

□ 

San Juan 

1 □ 

Dallas 

□ 

Oklahoma City 

□ 

Los Angeles 

□ 

Jacksonville 

□ 

Savannah 

1 □ 

Denver 

□ 

Omaha 

□ 

Phoenix 

□ 

Knoxville 

□ 

Tampa 

i □ 

Detroit 

□ 

Pittsburgh 

□ 

Portland 

□ 

Memphis 

□ 

Washington Field 

□ 

El Paso 

□ 

San Antonio 

□ 

Sacramento 

□ 

Miami 

□ 

All above 

□ 

Houston 

□ 

Springfield 

□ 

Salt Lake City 

□ 

Mobile 



□ 

Indianapolis 

□ 

St. Louis 

□ 

San Diego 





□ 

Kansas City 

□ 

All above 

□ 

San Francisco 








□ 

Seattle 









□ 

All above 


File & Serial Number 


Remarks 


File & Serial Number 


Remarks 


CFB CONPrr>T!M3l ar 


ITCEH BJg M nMeg ., SEARgi!@Ergr: 



nBWffRgLlNDICSS; 


DAltE: 




b^axch 


Consolidated by 


\vi. 

[ Q^Mauuui ijeai 

WFI □"Fos' 


Reviewed by 


I - Identical 
Nl - Not identical 


File Review Symbols , . ^ot identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 









Indices Search Slip 

FD-1 60 (Rev. 7-28-89) 

To: Office Services Manager 

Date 

II / 

Requested 


Sguad: File No. 

Subject ( ^ 

Social Security Account # 


Address ^ / y ^ ^ / J JPirth D.ate. Birth Place Race Sex 

/^un //’fr/v °F,tate 


□ ^act Spelling 
\Br AW References 

□ Main Security Case Files Only 

□ Security References Only 


□ Main Criminal Case Fiies Only □ Restrict Locaiity of 

□ Criminal References Only 

□ Main Security (If no Main, list all Security References) 

□ Main Criminal (if no Main, iist all Crlrninal References) 


n ^ - i_i u czL I 

□ ISIS: □ NEG □ POS 

(—1 

1 1—1 KU& 

Searched by ^Date 

Searched by Date 

□ Confidei 


□ OCIS: □ NEG □ POS 

s 

Searched 

Date 

[T — Searched by Date 

□ ELSUR Indices: . □ NEC □ PCS 

□ IIS: □ NEG □ POS 

Searched by Date 

Searched by Date 

□^QiMS: n NEG CI-p6s 

□ MICRO: □ NEG □ POS 



Searched by , Date 

Searched by Date 

□ GLOBAL: □ NEG □ POS 

□ REGIONAL: □ NEG □ POS 

Searched by Date 

Searched by Date 


Place an "X" by the Field Office(s) to Query for Regional Searches. 


Northeast 

Mid-Atlantic 

Centrai 

Western 

□ Albany 

□ Atlanta □ New Orleans 

□ Buffalo 

□ Little Rock 

□ Albuquerque 

□ Anchorage 

□ Bern Switzerland 

□ Baltimore □ Norfolk 

□ Chicago 

□ Louisville 

□ Butte 

□ Bonn Germany 

□ Birmingham □ Quantico 

□ Cincinnati 

□ Milwaukee 

□ Honolulu 

□ Boston 

□ Charlotte □ Richmond 

□ Cleveland 

□ Minneapolis 

□ Las Vegas 

□ London England 

□ Jackson □ San Juan 

□ Dallas 

□ Oklahoma City 

□ Los Angeles 

□ Mexico City Mexico 

□ Jacksonville □ Savannah 

□ Denver 

□ Omaha 

□ Phoenix 

□ New York City 

□ Knoxville □ Tampa 

□ Detroit 

□ Pittsburgh 

□ Portland 

□ Newark 

□ Memphis □ Washington Field 

□ El Paso 

□ San Antonio 

□ Sacramento 

□ Paris France 

□ Miami □ All above 

□ Houston 

□ Springfield 

□ Salt Lake City 

□ Philadelphia 

□ Rome Italy 

□ All above 

□ Mobile 

□ Indianapolis 

□ Kansas City 

□ St. Louis 

□ All above 

□ San Diego 

□ San Francisco 

□ Seattle 

□ All above 


b6 

b7C 


File & Serial Number 


Consolidated by 


Remarks 


File & Serial Number 


Remarks 


qPft CONFpENTIAL INDICES SEARCH 


SEABCHBD BY: 



da:k:. 




Date 


POSIT S 


Reviewed by 


Date 


I - Identical 
Nl - Not Identical 


File Review Symbols , . ^ot identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 






Rk IjmboU ^ 

I . iOf ^tlSA‘ V * iSt^VhMbit 

M! • h:-. e«*itea' It • * * 




✓ 







nM & S*^‘ Kjmtatr 














FD-160 (Rev. 7-28-89) , 

k ^ ■ ■ 

To: Office Services Mana^ er ^ ^ S ^ ^ 


Request^^l 



FI- 


Subject 



Social Security Account # 


b6 

b7C 


Address 

BirtlyDat^ 

Birth Place 

Race 

Sex 

/ 




□ Male 

□ Female 


□ /Exact Spelling 
53^ All References 

□ Main Security Case Files Only 

□ Security References Only 


□ Main Criminal Case Files Only 

□ Criminal References Only 

□ Main Security (If no Main, list all Security References) 

□ Main Criminal (if no Main, list ail Criminal References) 


□ Restrict Locality of 


□ 



n K 

r 

i 


□ ISIS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 




Searched by 




^Date 

Searched by 



Date 

□ 




"1 

□ POS 


□ OCIS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 









- 





bearcned Dy 

Date 1 

Searched by 



Date 

□ 

ELSUR Indices: 

□ neg 

□ POS 


□ IIS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 



Searched by 




Date 

Searched by 



Date 

□ 

FOliyiS: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 


□ MICRO: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 



Searched by 




Date 

Searched by 



Date 

□ 

GLOBAL: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 


□ REGIONAL: 

□ NEG 

□ POS 



Searched by 




Date 

Searched by 



Date 


Northeast 

□ Albany 

□ Bern Switzerland 

□ Bonn Germany 

□ Boston 

□ London England 

□ Mexico City Mexico 

□ New York City 

□ Newark 

□ Paris France 

□ Philadelphia 

□ Rome Italy 

□ All above 


Place an "X" by the Field Office(s) to Query for Regional Searches. 

Mid-Atlantic Central 


□ Atlanta 

□ Baltimore 

□ Birmingham 

□ Charlotte 

□ Jackson 

□ Jacksonville 

□ Knoxville 

□ Memphis 

□ Miami 

□ Mobile 


□ New Orleans 

□ Norfolk 

□ Quantico 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Richmond 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Tampa 

Washington Field 
All above 


□ 

n 

□ 


Buffalo 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 

□ Cleveland 

□ Dallas 

□ Denver 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Houston 
Indianapolis 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


□ Kansas City 


□ Little Rock 

□ Louisville 

□ Milwaukee 

□ Minneapolis 

□ Oklahoma City 

□ Omaha 
Pittsburgh 
San Antonio 
Springfield 
St. Louis 


□ All above 


Western 

□ Albuquerque 

□ Anchorage 

□ Butte 

□ Honolulu 

□ Las Vegas 

□ Los Angeles 

□ Phoenix 

□ Portland 

□ Sacramento 

□ Salt Lake City 

□ San Diego 

□ San Francisco 

□ Seattle 

□ All above- 

















ap^r.«* 
















31C-WF-189911 

MDCtmdc 


The following files were reviewed on November 22 and 
23, 1993, as a result of listings in WMFO manual general indices. 
Listed below are the results of that review: 

Indexed to Finders, Finders Group, Finders 
Transnational, and Finders Transnational Ragged Mountain: 


9-5009 
Division against 

ir-i /-■■h-i-m QnV.-i /-.■!- 


Avto-rtinn f.agp. nr>P>nAr] nn 7/1 4 /R:^ bv A1 P>yan(^-ri a 




Jas the 

-a W /M ar>r>-rnxl 


jL 


t 


I Victim 

J advised that he was a member of this cult, headed by | 


which was also known as FINDERS. He described the cult as an 
alternate lifestyle group, and rela ted an incident detailing the 
death of a member, BARBARA MATEJA. [ 


r I WMFO contacted MPD, 

and was advised that MATEJA had died as a result of refusing 
medical attention for religious reasons, and that no homicide 
investigation had been conducted. File reflected that the case 
was closed as the AUSA for Alexandria would not consider any 
prosecution. 



Indexed to 


9-5009 same as detailed above. 

9B-665 file destroyed on 4/2/69. 

190-136 FOIPA file that could not be located. 

Indexed to Isabelle Pettie: 
no references. 


b6 

b7C 





[SEARCHED. 

serialized: 


JfBSWWWMW 

,JNDEXEDi«!w«i»»] 
FILED. 


!(^V 2 3 1993 





190-1 su b E is a 10/31/84 FBIHQ response to 
request onl I 

Indexed to Womens Network Service: 
no reference. 

Indexed to General Scientific Corporation: 


FOIPA 


105-2574 file could not be located. 






31C-WF-189911 
MDC : ladc 


The following files were reviewed on November 22 and 
23, 1993, as a result of listings in WMFO FOIMS indices. Listed 
below are the results of that review: 


Indexed to Finders: 


land l [ were members of his group. 

The case was closed upon resolution by interview. 


b6 

b7C 

b7E 


Indexed to General Scientific: 


Indexed to 


same information as detailed above. 


Indexed to 


same information as detailed above. 


19Q-C00Q00Q1-E recfuest for FOTPA Tnformati on by[ 

concerning an| [dated 9/9/87. 

FOIPA file that has been destroyed. 



b6 

b7C 



190-Z0000001 





Memorandum 



To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) 


Date 11/23/93 


From 


SSA 


(C-4) 


Subject: FINDERS GROUP; 

WSTA-SEOC; 

00 J-PI ; 

00; WMFO 


On 11/23/93, SSa[ 


, VCU- CID adv ised that 

based on rec ent discussions with VCU Unit Chief I land Se ction 

OhiefI I bhe intevview of U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE SAI I 


It is noted that as of 1 1/23/93 the formal written 
request from FBIHQ to both and the USDOS had not been 

sent out of FBIHQ. 



2 -WMFO 



JKD:plj 

( 2 ) 




[cpARr.HFn ^ INDEXED — 

in 

lccRiAii7FDr'‘'’^^ FILED j 

NOV 2 3 1993 

PRI _ WAftH FIFI D OFI 



vmif 



FD448 (Rev 6/1/91) 







FBI FACSIMILE 
COVERSHEET 

WASfflNGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844 


PRECEDENCE 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
E^outine 


CLASSIFICATION 

□ Top Secret Time Transmitted; . 

□ Secret Sender’s Initials: _ 

□ Confidential Number of Pages: 

□ Sensitive (inducing cover Page) 

^“Unclassified 


To: ^ \J 

(Name of Office) 

Facsimile Number: 

Attn: 


(Name Room Telephone) 


From: 


Subject: 


(Name of Office) 


Special Handling Instructions: 


Originator’s Name: 


Originator’s Facsimile Number 


Approved: 



Date: (i 






Telephone; 



FBI/DOJ 


searched g^lNOEXEO — 

SERIALlZE0e=:=;^'l-£0'2^^^ 

NOV 2 4 1993 

FBI - WASH FIELD OFFICE I j 

» / II 


